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ABSTRACT 
PREACHING AND TEACHING BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES ON FATHERHOOD 
THAT LEADS TO CHANGE IN ATTITUDE OF FATHERS 


TOWARDS THEIR CHILDREN 


by 


Smith Olivier 


United Theological Seminary 


Mentors 


Terry Thomas, D.Min. 
Reginald Dawkins, D.Min. 


This model of ministry was implemented at the Maranatha French Seventh-day Adventist 
Church located in Newark, New Jersey. It addressed the lack of paternal involvement in 
the spiritual, physical and educational growth of children and the impact on the church 
community. Eight ninety-minute sessions of preaching and teaching biblical principles on 
fatherhood were conducted. Following the collection of data, including a pre-test and 
post-test from the participants, their wives and children, the qualitative research design 
indicated that there were shifts towards greater understanding of the participants’ 
responsibilities. Commitments were made to be more involved in the lives of their 


children. 
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INTRODUCTION 


During the summer of 1996, the Promise Keepers filled football stadiums 
throughout the United States with thousands of men who sang, prayed, and 
dedicated themselves to renewing their Christian faith and their commitment to 
their families. Founded by former Colorado football coach Bill McCartney, the 
organization hopes to bring men to Christ while restoring their place as spiritually 
pure leaders both within their communities and within their homes. Promise 
keepers urges that men—in fact, demands that men—back away from what one of 
the movement’s leaders called sissified self-indulgence and neglect and reassume 
leadership wives and children.' 


This movement was intended to address one of the most dangerous trends in 
American society—fatherlessness. The issue of fatherlessness appears to be at the 
foundation of many social problems. One cannot walk the streets of America and not feel 
the impact and effect of fatherlessness. Indeed, it is one of the most perilous and alarming 
social concerns of our day. 

The 2011 US Census Bureau points out that “Children who live absent their 
biological fathers are, on average, at least two to three times more likely to be poor, to 
use drugs, to experience educational, health, emotional and behavioral problems, to be 
victims of child abuse, and to engage in criminal behavior than their peers who live with 


their married, biological (or adoptive) parents.” 


‘Cynthia R. Daniels, Lost Fathers (New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1998), 11. 


"Fatherhood Statistics, http://www.fatherhood.org/media/fatherhood-statistics (accessed October 
15, 2012). 


This project seeks to tackle the issue from a biblical standpoint. Preaching and 
teaching biblical principles to bring attitudinal change in fathers was conducted at 
Maranatha Haitian Seventh-Day Adventist Church. This project came about after the 
author received numerous calls from wives who complained about the lack of 
involvement from their husbands at home, particularly with their children. The impact of 
this issue was felt in the church as well. The leadership of the church is comprised of 
sixty-five percent women. The male involvement and participation in spiritual programs 
was on the decline. Therefore, this project was introduced as a form of treatment to deal 
with this problem. 

The author intends to achieve two goals through this project. By enabling, 
equipping and empowering the men to be spiritual leaders at home, that will qualify 
themselves to also be leaders at the church and the community. These are the overarching 
goals of this project. 

Chapter one presents a background on both the spiritual upbringing of the author 
and the context in which the project was implemented. Historical details about the 
Maranatha Haitian Seventh-day Adventist Church are included as well. 

Chapter two provides a succinct survey of literature that was selected by the 
author to deepen his knowledge about fatherhood and its importance in modern society. 
Chapter three sets the framework of the project through its Historical, Biblical and 
Theological foundation. Chapter four presents the methodology. Chapter five provides 
the results of the field experience. Chapter six provides reflections, summaries, and 


conclusions. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


Maranatha Haitian Seventh-day Adventist church is located in the beautiful city 
of Newark, New Jersey. It is one of the largest cities in the state of New Jersey. Newark 
is the largest city in Essex County with a population of 277, 200 of which fifty percent is 
African American. Newark is situated approximately eight miles west of Manhattan and 
three miles north of Staten Island. The city houses several major corporations and 
Universities such as The Prudential, PSE&G, Rutgers University, Seton University 
School of Law, University of Medical and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ), NJIT, etc. 
It is also the home of Newark Liberty International Airport, which was the first airport to 
serve the New York metropolitan areas. 

Founded in 1666 by the Puritans, the city blossomed during the 19" century 
throughout the Industrial Revolution. The explosive growth transformed Newark as one 
of the most diverse cities in the East Coast. Its neighborhoods are populated with people 
from various backgrounds such as African Americans, Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, 
Italians, Albanians, Irish, Spaniards, Jamaicans, Mexicans, West Africans, Brazilians, 
Trinidadians, Haitians, and Portuguese. 

Over the past thirty years of its existence, Maranatha Haitian Seventh-day 


Adventist church has always existed in Newark, New Jersey. Presently the church is 


situated at the center of the great city of Newark. The current location of the church 
creates various opportunities for ministry. 

When the author took over the leadership of Maranatha Haitian Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in January 2006, the church was not active in the community. The 
community barely noticed the church’s presence. The church was not community driven. 
Realizing the church was disconnected from the community, the author took measures to 
establish several outreach initiatives. 

The church operates a food pantry on every first and third Wednesday of the 
month. A soup kitchen is held every fourth Sunday of the month. The church also 
partners with New Jersey State Police to offer a Certified Security Guard Class every 
month. More than 150 people have received their security guard certified license through 
this program. Maranatha also offers the following programs free of charge: English as a 
Second Language (ESL), computer literacy classes and health classes. Every year, the 
church hosts two health fairs, one free mammogram testing in partnership with the 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ) and two community 
BBQs where schools supplies are distributed. 

Over the past four years, the church has seen tremendous growth spiritually, 
numerically and financially. More than two hundred people have been baptized. 
However, in spite of the success that the church has enjoyed in evangelism, the author 
observed that the church suffered from two problems. The first concern was retention. 
The second challenge was male participation in both the leadership of the church as well 


as in church programs. 


The author began to investigate to find the causes of these problems. The author 
investigated using personal conversations and observations. The evidence led to the 
conclusion that the problems had their origins in the home. In other words, lack of 
involvement in spirituality at home has led to a nonchalant attitude and a lack of 
participation in church programs and leadership. The author’s suspicion was confirmed as 
he received incessant calls from wives complaining about their husbands’ lack of 
involvement at home and in the lives of their children. The scenario above led the author 
to develop a project to deal with the problem from a biblical perspective. 

The author attributes the success that he has been blessed to experience to the way 
the Lord has led him along his journey. The author considers every stage of his life to be 
a piece of a puzzle that God has been putting together. He believes Solomon was right 
when he said, “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the 
heavens”(Eccl. 3:1).' 

To put it all into perspective, God saw fit to arrange the author’s entrance into this 
world in a family that understands what it is to sacrifice one’s self for the benefit of 
others, especially their children. Although his parents were not professionals, yet through 
their sacrifices they were able to raise, feed, clothe, shelter and provide quality education 
for nine children. Their academic and educational limitations did not keep them from 
instilling in their children the best and greatest values of life. It was their lives of constant 
sacrifice that was a source of inspiration for the author and his siblings to be successful in 
life. Furthermore, growing up with eight siblings created an environment and atmosphere 
of sharing and caring. It also created opportunities for the author to develop leadership 
skills and abilities from a very young age. One of the responsibilities that were entrusted 


‘Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are taken from the King James Version. 


to him while growing up was to look after his younger brother and sister. He was to feed 
them, dress them every morning and get them ready for school. Every Sunday he had to 
hand wash their school uniforms and ironed them in the evening so that they could be 
ready to be wom on Monday moming. 

These experiences have allowed the author to develop and establish a leadership 
role in the family. In fact, even though he is the seventh of nine children, his siblings 
always see him as the spiritual leader. This was evident in family worship and devotion. 
When gathered for worship everyone would tum to him to lead out. Also, he believes his 
parents validated his spiritual maturity and leadership skills by asking him his opinion 
about important decisions for the family. According to the author, those seasons of his 
life were providential. God was shaping him for what He had in store for him. 

The author counts it a blessing to have been raised in a church setting that not 
only valued children but who also invested in them. That in it’s self was a blessing. The 
information and stories that he learned in children’s Sabbath School class were both 
transformational and inspirational. He also had the privilege to attain both Christian and 
public education. As a result, he is able to talk about the advantages and the 
disadvantages of both systems. 

Being in his context for the past four years the author now has a better 
understanding of what Paul meant when he said “And we know that God causes all things 
to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to 
His purpose (Ro 8:28). The past experiences that he has had, were preparing him for 


greater and better responsibilities. 


Throughout his life, the author faced a considerable amount of adverse situations. 
The author confesses not to have been the smartest of his family. And, because of poor 
physical health, he had great difficulties being consistent in school. In fact, he often had 
to miss a week or two of school. Even though he was not the smartest, he never had to 
repeat a class. God always helped him along the way. 

Among all his siblings, he was the first to graduate with a bachelor’s degree, the 
first to eam a master’s degree. He hopes to be the first to earn a doctorate degree as well. 
He believes that God used his illnesses and physical sufferings to instill in him the value 
of perseverance and endurance so that when the going gets though he would not quit. 

The defining moment in the author’s spiritual journey came about when he was 
fifteen years old. He was still living in Haiti. Due to a lack of funds he had to stop going 
to school in the middle of the sixth grade. It was a painful experience. The custom was 
when your parents do not pay your tuition the principal would come in the classroom and 
call your name and ask you to leave because your tuition have not been paid. He felt 
humiliated and embarrassed. He had to walk forty-five minutes from school to home. 

When he got home, he would not eat or talk to anybody. Though his parents 
understood his pain, there was nothing they could have done. For three years he stayed 
home. His parents did the best that they could to find some money to send his younger 
brother and he back to school, but it never happened. Consequently, after the first month, 
he decided if he must stay home, he might as well use his time wisely. 

He began to invest time in doing prayer and Bible study. Sometimes he would fast 
for seven days from 8:00 A.M. to noon. He began to take church more seriously. He used 


to go to church to have a good time with his friends. But now he found himself going to 


church to seek God earnestly. He started to pay more attention to the preaching of the 
word. It now mattered to him to understand what the preacher was saying. He brought his 
notebook to church and started taking notes. He soon realized there was another 
dimension to faith that He never knew. He understood faith then as accepting the reality 
of his present situation as the means of developing a deeper relationship with God. At this 
point his journey he had one pair of paints and one shirt with which to go to church. 

In spite of that fact, he never missed out on a worship service. He was always on 
time to church. He would come back from church, remove his clothes and carefully place 
them in the closet. He would wake up Sunday morning, wash them and put them to dry. 
Monday, during the daytime, he would iron them, and have them ready for the next 
Saturday. He can hear people talk about him. But, he never let that stop him from going 
to church. He had developed a deeper relationship with the Lord. He now did not serve 
God by feelings, but rather by faith. Whenever he wanted to give up, his faith would not 
let him. There were times he questioned God, Why me? The answer would come, Why 
not you? Did somebody else deserve pain? Troubles fall on the just and the unjust. It was 
during that desert experience he became convinced that God had called him to the Gospel 
ministry. 

When he looks back, the author understands that God had to allow this moment to 
happen in his life in order to confirm the calling that he has placed over his life. The Lord 
had to place the blessings on hold while he shaped and fashioned him into the person that 
he wanted him to be. It was during that wilderness experience he had come to appreciate 
God and God’s Word. It was while going through this experience he developed a passion 


for evangelism, prayer, fasting and preaching. His devotion and commitment to God and 


the church grew stronger. He now can say there is no gain without pain. That experience 
strengthened his faith to the point that when God finally opened the door for him to came 
to America, he was more than ready to face anything that would be sent his way. 

The most influential person in the life of the author is his paternal grandfather. 
Though he was blind, grandfather was a devout Christian. His devotion to the Lord Jesus 
was an inspiration to the author. He would pray consistently at least three times a day. In 
his morning devotion, grandfather would pray for every member of the family. Through 
his grandpa, the author developed a great appreciation for prayer and bible reading. 

Another thing that the author leamed from his grandfather was a sense of 
reverence for God and the place of worship. He can remember numerous instances when 
his grandfather would reverently remove his hat, fix his clothes, and combed his hair as 
he approached the place of worship. When he entered the sanctuary, before he greeted 
anybody, he would first kneel down to pray. Afterwards, he would greet people who sat 
next to him. The author cherished this value he has learned from his grandpa. These 
things have prepared and shaped the author to enjoy a considerable amount of blessings 


in his ministry over the past four years. 


CHAPTER TWO 


THE STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY MODEL 


In preparation for this project, the author has done an extensive amount of reading 
and research in order to gain a better understanding of the subject understudy. His study 
covers various topics, from leadership to preaching, from spirituality to psychology and 
from discipleship to church growth. The literature provides a tremendous amount of 
support for the project. They put into evidence the importance of fathers’ involvement in 
the life of a child. As stated by John C. Maxwell in the foreword of The Fatherhood 
Principles, “being a father is the most fulfilling job a man can have. As Christian parents, 
we have the unique opportunity to make an eternal investment in the lives of our 
children.” 

The Disciplines of a Godly Man by R. Kent Hughes is a book that provides men 
with practical steps on how to live a godly life. The author uses engaging illustrations to 
get his point across. He uses language that speaks to men at every level of society. The 
book is filled with biblical wisdom and practical suggestions. To make the book more 
practical and experiential the author includes study questions at the end of every chapter. 

According to Hughes, the disciplines of a godly man are necessary because 
women appear to be more inclined towards spirituality than men. That causes a major 
problem in the dynamic of the family. It upsets the equilibrium of the family bond. When 


'Myles Munroe, The Fatherhood Principles: Priority, Position, and The Role of the Male (New 
Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 2008), 7. 
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that happens, the children are affected. The book covers four major areas in the Christian 
life. The first part deals with relationships. First, the author deals with our relationship 
with ourselves. It is that relationship that determines how we will relate to our spouse, 
children, family members and friends. If we do not love ourselves we will not be able to 
love other people in our lives. 

People cannot love themselves unless they develop a relationship with God. It is 
by loving God with heart, mind and might that individuals will be able to develop the 
discipline of purity. That aspect of the Christian life will help one develop a life of 
devotion to God through prayer and worship. Through devotion to God one’s character 
will be molded and shaped after God’s likeliness. Finally, people will dedicate 
themselves to serve God as they serve their fellowmen through various ministries of the 
church and Christian witness. 

More than anything, this book is an inspiration to any man who seeks to reflect 
God’s character. It will also help any man who wants to learn how to be more effective in 
life. It helped the writer prepare more practical and effective workshops and lessons for 
this project. 

Being God’s Man in Leading a Family by S. Arteburn, K. Luck & T. WendorffIn 
presents a simple and yet extremely effective method to teach men biblical truths. They 
consider different aspects in which men have been challenged and they develop bible 
studies that can help men deal with their challenges. This book also helped the writer 
prepare lesson plans and workshops. It gives ideas on how to deal with challenges men 


face on a daily basis. 
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In, A Man’s Guide to the Spiritual Disciplines by Patrick Morley, the author 
provides certain key disciplines to help men deal with their challenges. In order for men 
to become overcomers in life, they have to know God. They must spend time in Bible 
study, prayer, worship, and be engaged in some form of ministry. The focus is not in the 
doing, but rather in knowing God. He develops these disciplines to be the map that leads 
men to get to know God and be better husbands, 

No Man Left Behind by Patrick Morley is one of the best on how to build a men’s 
ministry program. The authors approach the subject from the premises that men’s 
ministry is one of the most important tools to solve most of the major crises in the world. 
They believe the best way to implement the program is by first creating a vision of where 
one wants to take the men. Then, one must find a way to help others catch that vision. 
Finally, one must develop a mechanism through which he or she is going to sustain and 
maintain momentum. When implemented properly, this program will produce healthy 
disciples, authentic Christians and dynamic leaders. 

The authors believe that the discipleship system of the church is perfectly 
designed to produce the kind of men the church has sitting in the pews. In order to have a 
successful men’s ministry program, one must develop a long-term program. One must 
understand the parameters. First of all, it takes a long time to develop disciples. Second, it 
can take up to ten years to build and sustain a successful men’s ministry program. Third, 
there are five easy steps to an effective men’s ministry. Therefore, whoever decides to 
undertake such a program must be committed to staying the course. 

The Fatherhood Principle: Priority, Position, and the Role of the Male by Dr. 


Myles Munroe establish the positive impact of the presence of the father in the home. It 
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brings emotional stability, financial security and intellectual growth. Dr. Munroe points 
out that children who grew up in a home where the father is not present will suffer 
emotional, physical, spiritual and educational neglect. He further discusses how the role, 
relationship and communication skills of the father within the family structure apply to 
societies everywhere and at all levels. 

According to Myles Monroe, fathers are progenitors, sustainers, providers, and 
protectors. He argues that as a house without a foundation cannot stand, a family without 
the presence of the father will not stand the pressures of this life. However, he maintains 
that just like every edifice stands on a solid foundation with a cornerstone, is the same 
way father, as foundation must rely on the cornerstone in order to resist the storms and 
pressures of life. 

The Seven Secrets of Effective Fathers by Ken R. Canfield provides a variety of 
skills that can help frustrated and discouraged fathers deal with their children. Fathers 
who need help in developing fathering and marital skills with their children and wives 
will greatly benefit from this book. It covers various issues, from parenting to fathering, 
from marriage to work and social relationship skills. This book is very simple and yet 
extremely practical. The author provides seven effective skills that can help a man 
become an effective father. The seven secrets are: 1) commitment, 2) knowing your child, 
3) consistency, 4) protecting and providing, 5) loving their mother, 6) active listening and 
7) spiritual equipping. 

Canfield points out that what separates effective fathers from average fathers is 
that “they go beyond the basic bread-and-butter issues of fathering—spending time with 


the kids, being physically nurturing, and exercising discipline—and reach a deeper level 
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of relationship with their children.”” In other words, they practice the seven secrets of 
effective fathers. 

One of the most helpful parts of this book is when the author provides practical 
advice on how to improve in each skill that he discusses. This book also gives a list of 
activities that a man can do to spend time with his children. This book was tremendously 
helpful to the researcher as he developed, shaped and structured the sermons and lessons 
for this project. 

Fatherless America: Confronting Our Most Urgent Social Problem by David 
Blankenhorn takes a sociological approach to show how the concept of fatherlessness is 
the most dangerous trend in American society today. He points out that “the United 
States is becoming an increasingly fatherless society. A generation ago, an American 
child could reasonably expect to grow up with his or her dad. Today, an American child 


can reasonably expect not to.” 


He raised numerous issues confronting fatherhood today. Some of the issues are: 
diminishment of fatherhood as a social role, feminization of the domestic sphere, loss of 
paternal authority, the issue of masculinity versus feminism, etc. Also, he proves 
scientifically what happens when fathers are disengaged in the lives of their children. The 
impact of fatherlessness as portrayed by Blankenhorn is crime, rape, domestic violence 


against women, gang involvement, sexual abuse, teenage pregnancy, poverty, etc. 


Ken R. Canfield, The Seven Secrets of Effective Fathers (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House 
Publishing, Inc., 1992), 6-7. 


*David Blankenhorn, Fatherless America: Confronting Our Most Urgent Social Problem (New 
York, NY: Harper Perennial, 1995), 1. 
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Fatherhood In America A History by Robert L. Griswold presents a historical 
treaty on the subject of fatherhood. He demonstrates how several issues throughout 
history have affected fatherhood. He first established that fatherhood constituted one of 
the major forces that kept society safe and in order. He showed that fathers were 
successful in fulfilling their roles, particularly as a provider. He points out that 
breadwinning has been the most prevailing and dominating role that fathers has played 
throughout history. However, losing the monopoly on breadwinning will bring a collapse 
in fatherhood. 

Griswold suggests that they have been at least four major events that have shaped 
and redefined the concept of fatherhood. Historically, fatherhood began to be impacted 
during the Industrial Revolution. The impact occurred because there was a shift in where 
fathers worked. They no longer worked within close proximity of home. Consequently, 
fathers lost their paternal authority. 

The second phase in fatherhood’s decline occurred during the Great Depression. 
During the Great Depression thousands of fathers lost their jobs. At the same time they 
lost the self-esteem, self-worth, self- respect and their manhood. As a result, many fathers 
left their children and family. 

The third phase happened during World War II. Fathers were sent to war and left 
behind their mothers and wives to care for their children. The consequence was 
disastrous. American society witnessed the rise of juvenile delinquency; crimes and 
violence took over the streets of America. 

Finally, the fourth thing that affected fatherhood was the feminist movement. 


Women fought to earn their rights in society as well as in the family. Consequently, 
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policies and laws were shaped, designed and put in place to protect women at the expense 
of men. This book gives a panoramic view of the history of fatherhood from the Colonial 
period to the 21st century and it helped the author shape historical foundation section. 

The Modernization of Fatherhood: A Social And Political History by Ralph 
LaRossa bring a wealth of primary and secondary data to bear on one basic question: 
How and why was American fatherhood transformed during the Machine Age? Child- 
rearing books, popular magazine articles, newspaper reports, personal letters, and the 
correspondence of some of the leading parent education organizations in the 1920s and 
1930s are closely analyzed, with the goal of identifying not only abstract social forces but 
also the very concrete and very human players in the transformation process.’ 

Just like Griswold, LaRossa takes an historical approach to the concern of 
fatherhood. However, he focuses his research more on the modern times without 
neglecting historical facts from different periods. LaRossa searched historical data to 
prove how political decisions and social issues have changed and reshaped fatherhood. 
He notes that the Enlightenment period along with the Industrial should be considered as 
the starting point of this change. Also, LaRossa believes that fathers have been consistent 
in their roles particularly in breadwinning. He points out that fathers were so successful 
in fulfilling their roles that in cases of divorce fathers were always awarded custody. This 
practice lasted until the mid-eighteenth century. The research provided countless data that 


help the writer in the formulation of his historical foundation paper. 


‘Ralph LoRossa, The Modernization of Fatherhood: A Social And Political History (Chicago, IL: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1997), 18. 
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Fatherhood and Families in Cultural Context by Fredrick W. Bozett and Shirley 
M.H. Hanson is a collection of articles on the subject of fatherhood. The book has eleven 
chapters. The aim of the authors was to address issues that have shaped and affected 
fatherhood. The opening chapter lays the foundation by addressing fatherhood through a 
cross-cultural perspective. It also tackles the different roles fathers play such as 
endowment, provider, protector, caregiver and one who provides formation. He then 
proceeds with the historical and social perspectives of the topic at hand. 

The authors seek to demonstrate how different periods changed the concept of + 
fathers. Key issues that dominated this chapter are: the pre-industrial change, the 
industrial revolution period, change in the 20th century, etc. The authors propose that 
each of these periods have contributed heavily to the change that took place in 
fatherhood. 

The following chapters address issues such as ethnicity and fatherhood, changes 
in legal views of parenthood, social class and fatherhood, religion and its impact on 
fatherhood, environment and fatherhood, etc. This book helped the writer to shape the 
historical foundation of this project. It provided tremendous resources on the industrial 
revolution period. 

Life Without Father by David Popenoe presents a persuasive and convincing 
argument about how raising children in a home without their biological fathers is 
emotionally damaging to children. He draws heavily on historical data to present a 
compelling and valid argument. Popenoe shows that it was the absence of fathers during 
World War II that caused an alarming increase in juvenile delinquency and crimes. He 


ascertains if fathers do not restore their role as being the head of the household, society 
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will continue on a declining path. He strongly encourages that couple strengthen their 
marriage so that they can create a better environment that is profitable for children’s 
physical and emotional development. 

In seven chapters, Popenoe addresses issues that are quite troubling in our society 
such as decline of fatherhood and marriage, the impact of fatherlessness on society, the 
fall of the nuclear family. He also provides the reader with a tentative solution to the 
problem that he raises. He encourages both mothers and fathers to solidify their marital 
bonds, respect boundaries, and let everyone play their roles efficaciously. The author of 
this project benefited tremendously from this book because it gave solid data and material 
for the historical foundation of this project. 

The Difference Maker by John C. Maxwell takes time to challenge the slogan that 
says attitude is everything that you need to be successful. He does not negate the fact that 
a positive attitude is important. A good attitude will help one make a difference in one’s 
approach to life. However, it is not everything. Even with a positive attitude one can fail. 
One needs to possess more than a good attitude. According to the author the difference 
makers are one’s skills, talents and ability. Without those one will fail even if one has a 
good attitude. 

John Maxweil believes a great attitude has great personal value. It can make you 
more content, and a joy to be around. A positive attitude can also make one more likely 
to try to tackle difficult problems. But, it cannot help positionally. If a person does not 
have competence in favor, then he or she is going to encounter great difficulty. One must 


use his or her attitude to his or her own advantage. 
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In order for your take advantage of one’s attitude one needs to learn to manage it 
every day. For instance, a person can make the decision to have a good attitude. 
However, if one does not manage that decision every day, one might not be able to 
manage that decision. Even though attitude is not everything, it is a difference maker in 
your life. That is why it is extremely important to manage it daily. This book was used to 
show what happens by applying the principle that a positive attitude is important in every 
aspect of life. It is especially critical within the family. Fathers need to be positive when 
facing challenges in family life. At the same time he must be willing to change things that 
do not work. 

The 21 Indispensable Qualities of a Leader, John C. Maxwell puts into 
perspective that most people have dreams, but those dreams never come true. Those that 
finally have their dreams come true do not experience happiness and fulfillment; the 
reason being they do not have the leadership characteristics it takes for them to sustain 
their successes. 

According to Maxwell everything rises or falls on leadership. He continues by 
saying that leadership develops from the inside out. This book describes the 
characteristics that successful leaders possess. Without these characteristics leaders will 
not know much success. A lot of people achieve great successes; however, they do not 
have the internal stamina to hold on to their successes. As a result, everything they have 
achieved collapses in just one day. It takes more than the ability to do things in order to 
be successful in life. One must possess the moral compass to withstand the heat that 


4 


accompanies success. 
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This book considers twenty-one characteristics that one needs to possess to be a 
successful leader. According to Maxwell, the most important one is character. In fact, he 
states that character qualities, activates and empowers one’s leadership ability. 
Otherwise, it stands in the way of success. 

This book follows a simple format. Each chapter begins with a story that 
addresses a specific quality. Following is the head knowledge on that quality. In other 
words, it explains what one must know about that particular quality. Then, the author 
brings it home by giving specific steps to follow in order to improve that quality in one’s 
life. Finally, he ends with a story to intensify the lesson taught in that chapter. 

Understanding Your Potential by Myles is a powerful book that takes time to put 
into evidence why a lot of people have to not achieve much in life. According to him, is 
because they yet to tap into their God given potential. Myles believes that human beings 
were endowed with certain potentials from their birth, which they need to tap into. 

He says that God never ask us to do something unless he has already given up the 
capacity and ability to achieve it. For instance, when God spoke to Joshua, He did not tell 
him he would give him courage. But rather, He said be courageous. In other words, God 
only put into evidence what He has already granted Joshua. The ability was dormant in 
him. He needed to be reminded of what is in him. 

The 7 Habits of Ineffective Churches by Ron Gladden addresses key issues that 
prevent a church from experiencing explosive growth. According to the author, the 
number one reason why churches stop growing is the pastor. The pastor undertakes too 
many responsibilities; consequently he or she is not efficient. The pastor must redefine 


the mission and delegate responsibility to the laity as he or she provides training for them. 
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Another reason churches stop growing is the condition of the facility. There is 
poor maintenance of the premises. As a result, people are not drawn and attracted to the 
facility. Also, they have limited parking. People do not go to places where they cannot 
find parking. Furthermore, he says that churches who see evangelism, as an event instead 
of a process cannot experience growth. They do not learn how to befriend people. They 
only have the end result in mind when they talk to people. 

Finally, poor leadership is a handicap for church growth. The leadership must be 
intentional in every aspect of the church ministry. The budget must reflect the 
intentionality of reaching the lost. 

Rekindling A Lost Passion by Russell Burrill is one of the most powerful books 
about church planting that the writer has ever read. This book is very practical. It is also 
very simple, but yet very deep and profound. The concept presented in this book can be 
useful to both pastors and lay people. It is the writer’s sincere conviction that if the 
principles in this book are well applied, success will definitely follow. 

There are a couple of things that the researcher appreciates in this book. Apart 
from the fact that the author is coming from a very practical and experiential perspective, 
he also makes this book very interesting and dynamic. The author begins by first pointing 
out the urgency and importance of church planting. His arguments are irrefutable in large 
part because he’s coming from a biblical perspective. 

He showed that God’s greatest concern is to seek and save the lost. However, God 
plans to reach this goal is by using human beings. Furthermore, the author makes it clear 


that we are living in an age where people are starving and longing for a deeper 
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relationship with God. Therefore, they are just waiting for someone to come and help 
them to fill this longing. 

There is one other thing that the research likes in this book. It is in chapter ten 
where the author shows that it is almost impossible for anyone to plant a church without a 
dynamic prayer life. The researcher appreciates the fact that the author takes his time to 
point out that not only the church planter himself needs to have a dynamic prayer life. 
But he also needs to have intercessors and prayer partners preying for him on a daily 
bases. This shows how God is longing to have a relationship with his people through 
prayer, and the result of that will be soul winning. 

Finally, the researcher likes the fact that the Burrill declares that there is not one 
cookie-cutter approach to church planting. For instance, he talks about different models 
of church planting such as colonization, partnership, scattered satellites and so on. These 
are very good and practical ways of doing church planting. 

In Conclusion, the author greatly benefited from reading this book. He plans to 
implement these principles and various concepts in his life and ministry. He recommends 
this book to any pastor and lay leader. 

Developing Strong Black Male Ministries by Jawanza Kunjufu shows the 
importance of males and their positive impact in the community. For example, he shows 
that when a child converts to Christianity he/she has a four percent chance of seeing the 
rest of the family follow after him/her. When it is a mother who gives her life to Christ, 
seventeen percent of the time the rest of the family will follow. On the contrary when it is 
a man who accepts Christ, there is more than a ninety percent chance the rest of the 


family will follow. 
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Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu further supports his research by conducting case studies on 
the issues of male visibility and fatherhood, and concluded that when fathers are not 
present the children are in danger in several areas. In presenting the statistical data, 
Kunjufu ascertains that children that grow up in a fatherless home have 73% chance of 
dropping out of high school, 85% will end up in state operated institutions and 78% will 
spend most of their adulthood in jail. 

In his estimation, Kunjufu believes that the church is in a better position to satisfy 
the needs of the black male. If the church is not reaching them it is because the method is 
either outdated or not sufficient. The church needs to empower Black males to be 
competitive in the global economy, help strengthen their marital relationship and bring 
them to Jesus. If the church has to be effective in reaching out to the Black men, then it 
needs to change its approach. Also, the church needs to establish a mechanism by which 
it can measure the impact of the word on Black males. 

According to 4 New Psychology of Men by Ronald F. Levant, over the past 
decades men have been under microscopic evaluation and studies. In fact, feminist 
scholars seem to reject the traditional viewpoint on men and ask for a more gender 
specific approach. Consequently, many scholars have modified their views on 
masculinity. A new psychology of men will bring into perspectives some of the issues 
that feminist scholars have raised and allow discussion to be productive by defining the 


terms. 


CHAPTER THREE 


THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Historical Foundation 


Introduction 

The intent of this paper is to look at the concept of fatherhood during the 19™ and 
20° century and consider the impact it has had on society. The author will seek to explain 
the role of fathers during that period of time, and try to discover/investigate to what 
extent fathers were involved in the lives of their children and the impact of that 
involvement. Furthermore, the author will examine the major historical events that had 
perhaps changed the course of the subject under study. The issues/events that will be 
taken into consideration are: The Industrial Revolution, World War I and II, The Great 


Depression, and the Feminist Movement. 


The Role of Fathers 


Sociologist David Blenkenhorn argues, 


Fatherlessness is the most harmful demographic trend of this generation. It is the 
leading cause of declining child well being in our society. It is also the engine 
driving our most urgent social problems, from crime to adolescent pregnancy to 
child sexual abuse to domestic violence against women.”! 


He continues to say that if this problem persists, society will be divided into two 


distinct groups. The division will not be about race, religion, education or gender, rather 


"David Blankenhorn, Fatherless America: Confronting Our Most Urgent Social Problem (New 
York, NY: Harper Perennial, 1995), 1. 
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it will be about patrimony. It will be between those who grow up with a father and those 
who did not. 

In essence, Blenkenhorn is saying that the subject of fatherhood is a key factor in 
resolving many serious issues of society. In fact, Patrick Morley, a champion of Men’s 
Ministry, state, “Many, if not most, of our cultural problems, divorce, abortion, juvenile 
crime, fatherlessness—can be traced back to the failure of a man.”” Consequently, in 
addressing the issue of fatherhood, one tackles numerous ancillary issues as well. 

Historian Robert L. Griswold, suggest that the most prevailing and dominant role 
of fathers in ages past has always been the one of a provider. In fact, he argues, 

Despite men’s differences, breadwinning has remained the great unifying element 


in fathers’ lives. Its obligations bind men across the boundaries of color and class, 
and shape their sense of self, manhood, and gender.* 


He also believes that losing this privilege and responsibility is one of the factors 
that reshape and redefine fatherhood. He state, “Nothing has changed and continues to 
change fatherhood more than the collapse of men’s monopoly on breadwinning.”* 

Contrary to Griswold, Blankenhorn argues that fathers have carried multiple hats 
in the past centuries. He suggests that over the past two hundred years, fathers have four 
traditional roles: the irreplaceable caregiver, moral educator, head of family and family 
breadwinning.” He believes that fathers played these roles successfully. 

Furthermore, Michael E. Lamb argues, “By popular consensus, fathers were 


primarily responsible for ensuring that their children grew up with an appropriate sense 


Patrick Morley, No Man Lefi Behind (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 2006), 31. 
Robert L. Griswold, Fatherhood In America: A History (New York, NY: Basic Books 1993), 2. 
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of values, acquired primarily from a study of the Bible and other scriptural texts.” When 
it comes to what extent that fathers were involved in the lives of their children prior and 
during the 19" and 20 century, researchers, theorists and practitioners tell us that their 
involvement covers a number of significant roles—companions, care providers, spouses, 
protectors, models, moral guides, teachers and breadwinners.’ 

Historian Anthony Rotundo ascertains “The nineteenth-century father remained 
the head of the household, as chief decision maker and financial supporter, and that he 
remained the chief disciplinarian of his children, but was responsible for correcting only 
major offenses.” Fathers’ involvement in the lives of their children during the 19" and 
20" century has contributed to a stable home and a secure society. Fathers were so 
involved in the lives of children that in cases of separation and divorce custody were 
awarded to fathers. Tanfer and Mott suggest this practice lasted up to the mid-19" 
century. “Until about the mid-nineteenth century, they observed, “Custody following 
marital disruption was typically awarded to fathers; by the end of the century children 


increasingly remained with their mothers when marriages dissolved.”® Therefore, 19% 


century fathers demonstrated great strength in caring and providing for their children. 


‘Michael E. Lamb, The Role of the Father In Child Development 5" Edition (Hoboken, NJ: John 
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Industrial Revolution 


Caroline Hinkle suggests that the role of the father was in transition during the 
start of the twentieth century.” During the Colonial Era, fathers worked within close 
proximity of the family. They literally worked from home on their farms. This allowed 
them to have regular contact with their children. During harvest time both parents and 
children worked together throughout the hours of the day. Therefore, fathers like mothers 
were psychologically and physically present in the lives of their children.'' Mothers were 
responsible for children under the age of three. Fathers, however, were expected to 
provide guidance, counsel, religious instruction and training to older children and young 
adults. 7 

However, during The Industrial Revolution, fatherhood suffered a major setback. 
The Industrial Revolution was a period of tremendous change in America, which started 
in Great Britain around the 1750s. The changes occurred in agriculture, transportation 
and technology. Steam machines replaced manual labor. Consequently, the social, culture 
and economic aspects of society were greatly affected. 

The people that were affected the most by these changes were those in the middle 
and lower classes. The Industrial Revolution revolutionized, redefined and refashioned 


the structure of the family. “In short, the restructuring of American capitalism 
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refashioned fatherhood, and though the regional variations remained, the more important 


story is the national impact of industrialization on family life.”° 


The Impact of the Industrial Revolution on Fatherhood 


Historians widely acknowledge that the industrial revolution was a period of great 
financial growth in America and across Europe. The growth occurred because of mass 
production. Industries no longer depended on manual labor. However, the economic 
growth drastically impacted the family in America. It caused a great decline in fathers’ 
involvement in the family. The changes occurred as a result of two things: the loss of 
family property and the shift in where fathers worked. Bozett and Hanson ascertain that 


Two fundamental changes emerged fully in the 19" century as a result of the 
industrial revolution, decisively altering the practice of fathering without 
obliterating all traces of the traditional tensions for the 18" century evolution. 
First, in a pattern launched even earlier but becoming increasingly standard during 
the 19" century, property declined in importance for many families, and with it 
the clearest bases for traditional paternal control. Growing numbers of rural 
families, and the vast majority of urban families, lost hold over producing 
property, as a result of the growing commercialization of economic life and the 
force of population growth.... The decline of property as a paternal pillar also 
encouraged resentment, even some rebellion, by children, when they could see a 
father’s insistence on authority, once unsupported by the power to assure (or 
withdraw) inheritance, as essentially hollow. Why obey, when father had no real 


power to reward?" 
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This happened because “A major source of the father’s power was ownership and 
control of all family property. Through his control of land, a father could direct the rate at 
which his sons gained their independence.”” 

Historically, paternal authority was never questioned. From the Graeco-Roman 
period through the Colonial period, fathers have always been recognized and 
acknowledged as the only authoritative figure in the home. The existing milieu in which 
they lived naturally gave autonomy and monopoly to fathers, particularly over those in 
his household. When father’s loss control of their land, this drastic and sudden change 
shook the ground from underneath them and left them with little recourse to deal with the 
rebellion of their children. 

The second thing that has a tremendous impact on fatherhood was the shift in 
where fathers worked. This brought a great decline in fathers’ authority and reduced them 
only to breadwinners. 


Work increasingly separated from families. Factory workers were absent from 
home, and therefore effective contact with young children and older girls, for 
twelve to fourteen hours a day. While small businessmen could continue a 
family—work link, most middle—class occupations separated work from 
residence also. Even among rural families, where the home—work separation was 
less salient, growing numbers of transient laborers, disproportionately male, 
suffered a similar disruption for long periods if they had families. '° 


Along the same lines, LaRossa ascertains that “The most important effect that the 
industrial revolution had on fatherhood was it shifted where fathers worked. Instead of 


laboring in or near their homes, men began to commute to jobs, leaving wives and 


Rotundo, American Fatherhood, 29 no 7 September (1985). 


Rozett & Hanson, Fatherhood and Families, 38. 


30 


mothers to care for children. Gone was the ubiquitous patriarch. In his place was the 
wage earner who was absent much of the day.”!” 

The fact that public transportation was in its developmental stage; it was difficult 
for fathers to navigate from home to work. As a result, fathers would leave home before 
dawn and come back after sunset. That leaves fathers no time to help children with their 
homework and/or other paternal activities. This drastic and radical shift changed the 
fathers’ image from the home. Paternal authority shifted to mothers. As noted by 
Blenkenhorn, “fathers have gradually moved from the center to the periphery of the 
family life.”"® 

These two primaries changes in fatherhood had secondary side effects. For 
instance, Alexander Mitscherlich observed that the shift did not only rob children of 
paternal presence and affection but it robbed them the privilege of practical learning as 
well. Children could no longer acquire survival and leadership skills by observing and 
watching their fathers working on the fields. First hands experiences were limited to 
children.'? Consequently, fathers were measured only through the lenses of 


breadwinning. 


The central role assigned to fathers with industrialization-involved breadwinning, 
the adequate provision for children through work and wages won outside the 
home. This role provided the chief criterion for measuring good fatherhood over a 
century-long span, for insufficient provision was a badge of male failure.... There 
is general agreement that the breadwinning role won general applause — from 
family experts and most actual family members—from the 19" century until after 
World War II. A man could feel not only responsible, but also deeply, even 
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emotionally invested in fulfilling this role, which helps explain why the industrial 
context for fathering was so rarely attacked: while the fatherhood it engendered 
was different, it was by no means inactive. Breadwinning could measure real 
devotion.”° 


The industrial revolution not only robbed fathers of their paternal authority, it also 
reduced their responsibility to one thing and that is breadwinner. Though, they were 
proud in fulfilling this role, their self-work was severely damaged. After the industrial 


revolution was over, fatherhood had to face another giant: World War I. 


World War I 


World War I had a profound impact on American society. Historically, it was 
called the “Great War, because no one anticipated another war of this magnitude. It was 
the first technological war that the world has ever known. The U.S. entered the war on 
April 6, 1917 and the war ended approximately eighteen months later, in November 
1918. The U.S. entered the war ill prepared for what will follow. It was while they were 
engaged in the war that they discovered they did not have enough manpower and other 
resources to stay the course and win the war. Consequently, they had to create avenues to 
fortify their army. Thus, was formed the ‘Selective Service Act’ that authorized a 
selective draft of all men between the ages of twenty-one to thirty-one. It was reported 
that twenty-four million men were registered of those three million were inducted in the 
military. 

As Blenkenhorn points out “War, in particular, separated fathers from their 
children. Recruiting soldiers meant breaking up families.””! Fathers were gone to war and 


left behind wives and children. Also, it was during World War I that women began to 
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take over the workforce and performed the traditional jobs that usually done by men. 
Women were called to work in the assembly lines of factories to help produce tanks, 


trucks, and munitions so that the soldiers could have enough ammunition to fight in the 


War. 


Contrarily to the industrial revolution, World War I seems to work in favor of 
fatherhood. Fathers became more concern about the well-being of their children, 
particularly those that have gone to war. For instance, in examining the records of fathers 
who were not able to go to war, LaRossa observed that they were emotionally distraught. 


One father wrote: 


Of motherhood and its relation to war much has been said—and every true man 
echoes every word of it. ... But the men of America, those beyond the fighting 
age, what hopes and apprehensions battle in their breasts these days? What of the 
fathers whom our boys have left behind? ... in two million homes at this hour of 
the evening two million men stand, their workworn hands clutched tight, their 
hearts reaching out to those boys beyond the seas, or soon to go beyond. And in 
every heart the same questions: ‘how does he look?’ ‘Is he well?’ ‘Is he happy?’ 
‘Is he safe?’ ‘Does he want for anything?’ ... war has sounded new depths in the 
hearts of us fathers of America. It has drawn us close to our sons. It has given us a 
knowledge of them and a reverence for thiech which years of peace never could 
have brought. We shall come out of this war worthier fathers of nobler and 
manlier sons. And we shall understand why it was that, when Jesus Christ sought 
to convey to the world the quality of God’s love, He could express it only with the 
single word—Father.”” 


This is an indication that fathers were always concerned about their children. 
However, the preoccupation of providing for their physical needs of their families have 
carried them away and leave no room for them to take care of the emotional needs of 
their children. World War I fathers demonstrate tremendous emotional concern for their 
children. Those who were in the war wanted to know how were their children and wives 
doing. 
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The Great Depression 


Fatherhood suffered another major setback during The Great Depression. The 
Great Depression was a time of great financial collapse in America and throughout the 
industrialized western world that put millions of American citizens out of work. It began 
with the collapse of the stock market on Tuesday October 29, 1929, which has come to be 
known as black Tuesday. After a decade of great economic growth and financial 
prosperity America was thrown into despair and desolation. The Great Depression lasted 
for approximately ten years (1929-1939). 

The crashing of the stock market caused many banks to close their doors. As a 
result, businesses, factories and industry were affected as well. Many workers received 
pink slips. Those that were not fired had their hours cut in half. Millions of fathers lost 
their jobs. It was a time of great despair for fathers. “The despair of these men at their 
failure to fulfill a father’s most basic obligation was palpable.”” Those who are able to 
write sent numerous letters to President Franklin Roosevelt to express their anxieties, 
frustration and failure. 

One father wrote: “I have done all I could to pay the note and have failed on 
everything I have tried. I fell short on my crop this time and he didn’t allow me even one 
nickel out of it to feed myself while I was gathering it and now winter is here and I have a 


wife and three children, haven’t got clothes enough to hardly keep them from freezing.”** 
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Yet another cry reads, “I haven’t had steady job in more than two years. Sometimes I feel 
like a murderer. What’s wrong with me that I can’t protect my children?””> 

Fathers knew what their responsibilities were; however, they did not have the 
means, resources and tools to fulfill their duties. This placed a tremendous burden on 
fathers. As a result, many fathers became physically and psychologically withdrawn and 
disengaged from their families. Contrarily to the industrial revolution period where there 
was shift in literature to begin to address mothers instead of fathers, during the Great 
Depression periodicals, journals, magazines and articles were written to encourage 
fathers to play a more active role in the life of their children. 

The 1930s was a nightmare for millions of fathers. Fathers’ self-image, sense of 
manhood and personal identity were completely destroyed. They not only lose their jobs, 
and their homes, but also their self-respect.”° “The unemployed male could maintain his 
family standing but only through the voluntary acceptance of family members.””’ 

However, just like chaos and tragedy can bring new light and fresh ideas and new 
beginning, so did the Great Depression for fathers. Researchers discovered that fathers 
gained one of the roles that they had lost during the industrial revolution. Fathers 
emerged as male role models for their children. LaRossa noticed, “It was during the 
1930s, that more emphasis was given to fathers as masculine caregivers or male role 


models. Measuring virility and manliness in ways that were independent of whether one 
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had a job captured the attention of many.’”* Fathers were encouraged to play a more 


active role in the lives of their children and families. 


World War II 


The devastation of World War II is inexplicable. It was the longest war that the 
US ever engaged in. The casualties of soldiers and civilians were innumerable. However, 
the greater loss of the war was the one of fathers. The impact of the war on family was 
tremendous. David Popenoe observed, “For the first time in American history, 
fatherlessness—albeit involuntary and temporary—occurred on a mass scale. Fathers 
were pulled away for military duty, and de facto single-parent, mother-headed families 
became common across America.””? 

Mothers became head of household, providers, protectors and educators. Paternal 
absence was fatal to children physical and emotional development. One writer noticed, 
“the absence of father has a different importance for children at different ages, but at all 
times he is needed.”*° As a result, one of the great debates that took place during the 
wartime was the need to keep fathers from being drafted. However, slowly but surely, 
this war was eventually lost. Fathers were drafted one by one into the army and were 
shipped off to war. 


The great revelations of World War II were the dangers of fatherlessness and the 


importance of fatherhood. David Popenoe observed that, 
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The war revealed one of the inherent dangers of fatherlessness, although it was 
not clearly recognized at the time. Wartime economic conditions provided 
teenagers new opportunities for financial and social independence, and teenagers 
became recognized as a major new consumer group through the publication of the 
teen magazine Seventeen, launched in 1944. Teenage peer cultures boomed, but 
with them came an increase serious juvenile delinquency and crime. The 
percentage of juvenile court cases jumped alarmingly in the later years of the war, 
and delinquency became one of the most disturbing social problems of the era.*! 


The impact of the war on the American society was as devastating as it was on the 
family. Millions of children became fatherless. The terror of juvenile crimes could be felt 
in almost every home where fathers were not present. According to Francis E. Merrill, 
more than four million children became fatherless during World War II.*” The situation 
left mothers distressed, despondent and in great despair. Mothers adopted a survival 
mode. They had to provide for their children. At the same time they were emotionally 
devastated. They spent their days in the workplace. When they came home they were 
stressed, depressed and distressed. They no longer had time for the children. 

On the other hand, older children were left to care for younger ones. Others were 
placed in day care and nursery. There was a great need for more daycare centers and 
nurseries. The sad thing is, when issues require the presence of the mother, she could not 
be available. Consequently, observed Blenkenhorn, “Impersonal and invisible powers 
take on the father’s role—the organization, the committee, the governor, a board provide 
the material means for the child’s upbringing and, by their decisions, determine the 


child’s fate.”*? 
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Paternal absence during the war times created a vacuum in the lives of both 
children and mothers. Mothers were not able to provide the kind of balance that paternal 
presence had. To make up for this lack and void, mothers became overprotective of their 
children, particularly their sons. David Popenoe noticed that “Children, especially those 
in the middle class, had become subject to excessive maternal influence and domination, 
a phenomenon labeled ‘momism in a best-selling 1942 book by social critic Philip 
Wylie.”*4 Consequently, he continues, “There was particular apprehension about rapid 
increase in ‘sissy’ boys, a throwback to concerns about masculinity earlier in the century, 
reemerging in tandem with the hyper masculine climate of war time.”*> 

As much as the war was detrimental to the American society and family, it also 
provided an importunity to strengthen fathers’ importance as well as the family bond. It 
became evident that fathers’ presence brought stability in the home as well as society. As 
a result, Popenoe noted that it was during the wartime “great national attention came to 
be focused on the social importance of fatherhood and on what a tragedy it was not to 
have fathers in the home.”*° He continues to say that it was during that same period, “One 
of the most ancient father roles of all, that of protector, became highlighted. Men were 
again back in their element, being vigorously masculine in the cause of protecting their 


families, albeit a long way from home.’?” 


*“Popenoe, Life Without Father, 126. 
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Feminist Movement 


Blenkenhorn, Griswold and LaRossa all agreed that the Feminist Movement not 
only challenged, but also reshaped and redefined fatherhood on a larger scale. According 
to some scholars, the feminist movement was fully organized in America in 1848, during 
the first Women’s Conference that took place in Seneca Falls. The movement was 
established in different parts of the world. Each country seemed to have set their 
priorities based on the issues that confronted them. 

According to the Blackwell Encyclopedia of sociology, “The women’s movement 
in the United States is generally broken into waves of protest, each set in different time 
periods with diverse tactics, ideologies, and goals. The first waves divided into a first 
wave, starting in the 1840s; a second wave, beginning in the late 1960s; and the third 
wave, emerging in the mid-1990s.”"* For numerous scholars and historians dividing the 
women movement into waves does not do justice to the movement and what it represents. 

However, one thing that is certain is that the movement began by addressing 
social issues. They began to campaign upon a whole range of issues; from guardianship 
of infants, property rights, divorce, access to higher education and the medical 
professions, to equal pay and protective legislation for women workers. The movement 
had a tremendous impact on society. "It shaped society both politically and culturally.” 

Addressing the feminist movement and its impact on fatherhood, Blenkenhorn 


observed, “During the nineteenth century, fathers began a long march from the center to 
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the periphery of domestic life.”*° Joseph H. Pleck takes it one step further and points out, 
“A gradual and steady shift toward a greater role for the mother, and a decreased and 
indirect role for the father is clear and unmistakable.”"! 

From its emergence in 1848 in America, the feminist movement appeared to be a 
big challenge to fatherhood. It challenged fatherhood in the sense that up to this point 
fathers had a monopoly on everything; from childcare, to provider, protector and 
disciplinarian. From the Greco-Romans period to the Colonial period, all decisions 
regarding child rearing were deferred to the fathers. Thus, literatures on child rearing 
before this period were addressed to fathers not mothers. However, Bozett and Hanson 
noticed, “From the 1840s onward, the preponderance of expert literature written for 
parents was in fact directed almost exclusively to mothers.”* 

Mothers became the experts on child rearing, fathers took a back seat. However, it 
must be noted that the shift in parenting from fathers to mothers happened mostly as a 
result of the industrial revolution. Fathers were no longer home to take care of their 
children, therefore, mothers had to take over. Nevertheless, it was also an opportunity for 
mothers to prove to society what they were able to do. The feminist movement took 


advantage of this situation and was solidified, as women became the chief family 


educator, disciplinarian, accountant, and overall family head.*? 
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On the other hand, fathers became confused about their role. The only thing that 
defined them was breadwinners. The feminist movement pushed fathers out of the 
equation. Fathers were replaced in every sphere of their children’s lives. One author 
wrote, “The influence of the mother, who has repeated and frequent contacts with her 
offing: is probably greater than that of any other member of the family, with the 
child’s brothers and sisters, if there are any coming next.”** 

Robert L. Griswold observed that political leaders used the feminist movement to 
achieve their political agenda. He said that the movement created a series of social 
ideological changes that seemed to politicize motherhood and marginalized fatherhood.** 
He went as far as to say that the movement created a war between motherhood and 
fatherhood. He believed that 


The war brought forth a growing sense of female competence and autonomy and a 
new conception of women’s traditional sphere. The pre-political woman became 
the republican mother entrusted with the socialization of children, especially her 
sons, to proper republican adulthood. By serving their families, mothers would 
serve the state. Women’s mundane tasks were elevated and ideologically tied, via 
the concept of republican motherhood, to the future of the country. Mothers, not 
fathers, were entrusted with molding the character traits in children on which a 
free nation depended.*° 


The Feminist Movement changed the course of fatherhood on at least two fronts. 
First, it altered the dynamic of the family life. One of the most respected leaders and 


spokeswoman of the movement stated, “Since marriage constitutes slavery for women, it 
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is clear that the women's movement must concentrate on attacking marriage."*” Women 
became the chief educator of their children. Secondly, after World War II a flux of 
women entered the workforce. Consequently, fathers no longer had a monopoly on 


breadwinning. That led to shared responsibilities at home. 


Conclusion 


Historically, fatherhood appeared to have been the bedrock of a stabilized society. 
From the Greco-Roman period to the Colonial Period fathers were quite involved in the 
lives of their children. The roles of fathers ranged from caretakers to role models, from 
providers to protectors, from moral educators to moral guides, from companions to 
teachers and disciplinarians. Fathers were present in every sphere of their children’s lives. 
Consequently, the family seems to have enjoyed a comfortable level of stability as well 
as society. 

However, with the fall of family properties and the coming of the industrial 
revolution fathers lost a grip of many of their responsibilities. Children began to rebel 
against their fathers. “Some sons chose to challenge paternal authority in order to gain 
earlier control of their fathers’ estates.”** Instantly, fathers’ roles were reduced only toa 
provider. Mothers rose to the occasion and filled in the void. 

Furthermore, the periods of World War I and II, including the Great Depression, 
continued to impact fatherhood and the roles they played in the lives of their children. 
During the Great Depression, father’s sole role as provider was reduced to nothingness as 


millions lost their jobs and/or had their work hours reduced in half. They lost their sense 
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of manhood, self-worth and self-respect. Countless of them disengaged and abandoned 
their family. At the same time, researchers led us to believe that fathers regained one of 
his prominent roles in the lives of their children, the one of being a role model. 

The greatest revelation about the dangers of fatherlessness and the importance of 
fatherhood happened during World War II with the rise of juvenile delinquency and 
crimes due to paternal absence. More than four millions children became fatherless as a 
result of the war. The emotional impact of this loss on children was transmitted through 
violence, crimes and premature decisions to become independent. 

The feminist movement was another factor in fatherhood’s decline. The 
movement tackled numerous social issues and injustices against women. Among those 
issues was the privilege to mother their children and have a say in what transpired in the 
home. Fathers, already in a state of decline, did nothing to stop or challenge the feminist 
movement, the just let it be. The movement shaped and influenced public policies. 
Politicians took advantage of the movement by formulating laws that favored mothers to 
be chief children educators while marginalizing the fathers. 

What began in the19™ century has repercussions even on the 21* century. No one 
can dismiss the impact of fatherlessness on society today. From sexual abuse to teenage 
pregnancy, from juvenile crime to high school dropouts, from behavioral disorders to 
incarceration; they are all by products of fatherlessness. The trend of fatherlessness 
continues to affect our society until today. The increased amount of children that are 
growing without a father figure is outrageous. If it continues, according to Blenkenhorn, 


it will change the shape of our society. 
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According to the 2011 U.S. Census Bureau data, “Over twenty-four million 
children live apart from their biological fathers. That is one out of every three (33%) 
children in America. Nearly two in three (64%) African American children live in father- 
absent homes. One in three (34%) Hispanic children, and one in four (25%) white 
children live in father-absent homes. In 1960, only 11% of children lived in father-absent 
homes.”*? This should arouse our consciences to do something. The subject of fatherhood 
offers politicians, policy makers, and religious leaders an opportunity to make a major 


contribution to society. 


Theological Foundation 
Introduction 


The purpose of the theological foundations is to present a theology of the 
fatherhood of God from various eras and the understanding that characterizes each epoch. 
The periods of Old Testament, New Testament and the church fathers will be considered. 
The concept of the fatherhood of God can be seen all throughout Scripture. Both Old and 
New Testament is replete with texts and passages relating to the fatherhood of God. 
However, the issue that we need to grapple with is, what does it mean to call God, father 
from a biblical perspective? 

Witold Marchel makes this poignant statement, 

a l’heure presente ou |’evolution de la famille, de l’education, de l’economie et 


meme de la conscience morale nous obligent a reviser nos idees sur l’essence, la 
situation et les responsabilites de la paternite, il devient urgent de nous demander 
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ce que Dieu veut dire quand il se revele comme notre pere et quand il nous 
appelle ses enfants.””° 


This will be the main focus of this paper. 
The Fatherhood of God During The Old Testament Period 


The Old Testament contains eighteen verses in seventeen texts that refer to God 
as father. Though, there are scattered across the Hebrew Canon, however, one can 
observe linguistic and thematic parallels that link them together. Scholars agree that, 
those eighteen references can be grouped in three categories. There are classified as 
follow: five refer to God as the father of David and his dynasty (2 Sm 7:14; 1 Chr 17:13; 
22:10; 28:6; Ps. 89:27); eleven talk about God as being the father to his people (Dt 32:6; 
1 Chr 29:10; Ps 68:6; Is 63:16(2x); 64:8; Jer 3:4, 19; 31:9; Mal 1:6; 2:10); and two 
compare his love to the love of a father to his child, (Ps 103:13; Prv 212 : 

However, various theologians and biblical scholars maintain that these texts of 
scripture should not be detached from the cultural milieu in which the biblical authors 
lived and wrote. Some scholars believe that Israel’s understanding of a divine paternity of 
God was greatly influence by the Ancient Near Eastern traditions and culture. Talking 
about where Israel gets her understanding of God as father, D. N. Freedman, A. C. Myers 
and A. B. Astrid point out, “Since the 2nd millennium B.C.E., ancient Near Eastern 
religions had addressed their national gods with the title father to identify them as 


providers and protectors. Biblical Israel followed this practice (Dt 1:31; 8:5; Is 43:6; Hos 
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11:1), extending the metaphor to include the Lord’s creation of Israel as his people (Ex 
4:22; Dt 32:6; Is 63:16; 64:7). This understanding of God as father became a motive for 
observing the law (Dt 14:1) and for seeking divine compassion and forgiveness (Ps 
103:13—14; Jer 3:19; 31:9, 20; Hos 2:1 [MT 3.2 

The problem with this conclusion is this contrarily to the Ancient Near Eastern 
religions and their gods, the father God relationship Israel has with his God is not distant 
but rather very intimate and imminent. Also, God as father to Israel seems to assume 
supremacy over all other gods. In fact, David R. Tasker noticed, “The picture of the 
Father-God given in the Scriptures is quite different from that of the Ancient Near East, 
both in his relationship to the natural realm and to humanity.”** Furthermore, Francis 


Martin argues, 


The Israelites notion of God as Father could not have been borrowed from the 
patriarchal imagery for God of surrounding cultures, because in those cultures the 
father God was brutish, incompetent, ineffective and generally inert. The source 
of Israel’s belief in God as the Father of his people was their theological reflection 
on the mystery of God’s choice of Israel, expressed in his action by which they 
were rescued from slavery and given a land.** 


The first place that speaks about the fatherhood of God motif in the Old 
Testament is in Deuteronomy 32:6, which is called the song of Moses. "Do you thus 
repay the LORD, O foolish and unwise people? Is not He your Father who has bought 
you? He has made you and established you.” In the previous verse (vv.5), Moses 
addresses how Israel has abused the paternal care of God. Consequently, they disqualified 
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themselves to be called children of God. In verse 6, he describes the actions of Israel as 
been foolish and unwise in comparison to the acts of God as the one who bought, made 
and established. 

The fatherhood of God should not be understood in the light of procreation. 
Instead, it should be viewed in the light of bought and established. He bought them from 
captivity to establish them as a free nation. David R. Tasker points out, “The concept of 
God’s fatherhood of the nation may be understood either as the establishment of the 
nation, or by assigning Israel’s physical parentage to the Father-God.”®> He continues to 
say, “Although father may indicate the notion of progenitor, or the one who created, the 
context in verse six seems to avoid the aspect of precreation.”*© 

The fatherhood of God in Deuteronomy 32:6, should be seen in the context of 
election—-redemption motif. God as father has chosen Israel to be his son through 
election. Having decided that, he brought them out of slavery and he established them as 
his children, a free nation. This demonstrates the protective side of his paternity. He 
desires to see his children protected from their enemies. He is the protector and defender 
of his children. 

To prove that God is the protector of his people, Moses uses another poignant 
metaphor in verse eleven. He compares God to an eagle. “Just as an eagle stirs up its nest, 
hovers over its young, spreads it wings and catches them, bearing them up in its pinions, 


so too the Father-God bore his people while they were in the desert.”>” 
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In the Wisdom Literature we find numerous texts and passages that speak about 
the fatherhood of God. Psalm 68:4-6 reads, 

Sing to God, sing praises to His name; Lift up a song for Him who rides through 

the deserts, whose name is the LORD, and exult before Him. A father of the 

fatherless, and a judge for the widows, is God in His holy habitation. God makes a 


home for the lonely; He leads out the prisoners into prosperity, Only the 
rebellious dwell in a parched land. 


It presents God as a father to the fatherless and a defender for the widows. 

David R. Tasker puts it this way, “The main thing that emerges from the Psalm, 
relative to God’s fatherhood, is the description of God as Father who offers identity to the 
fatherless, legal protection to widows, a sense of belonging to the estranged, and an 
economic future to the released prisoner.”*® Although the mention of the estranged or 
stranger in the text seems to suggest a universal paternity; however, it is not the paternity 
of God that is been offered here, rather his provision. 

The Psalm puts into evidence the providing side of God as a father. As a father, he 
makes provision for his children. He demonstrates no partiality. He treats everyone 
equally. The father/provider knows that he must provide physical and spiritual 
nourishment for those who are under his care. Therefore, this image is a reminder that our 
heavenly father will take care of our every need. 

Once again, the fatherhood of God is presented not in biological sense but rather 
election-redemption sense. By making reference to the fatherless, God as a father makes 
provision for those who are yet to be included in the election-redemption relationship. It 
is an invitation for them to come and be part of the relationship. Though, the fatherhood 


of God in the Hebrew Scripture mainly concern Israel under the covenant treaty, 
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however, it is not limited to them. It is extended for the surrounding nations to embrace 
the covenant relationship. 
The next text/passage of great importance is Psalm 103:11-14, 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His loving-kindness 
toward those who fear Him. 12. As far as the east is from the west, So far has He 
removed our transgressions from us. 13. Just as a father has compassion on his 


children, So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him. 14. For He 
Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust. 


In this passage, the psalmist wants to demonstrate the paternal characteristic of 
God as a caretaker. He first establishes the fact that he will bless the Lord, and then he 
provides reasons for his decisions (vv. 1-3). In verses 11-14, he shows that God 
fatherhood is expressed in an irreplaceable caretaker. He is loving and compassionate. He 
forgives his children. However, the psalmist seems to indicate that his forgiveness is for 
those who fear him. Once again the election—redemption motif is very well intended. 

He also knows our biological make up. Thus, He dealt with our past with 
compassion. He does not hold our past against us. David R. Tasker observes, “His (God) 
memory of the past becomes a reality check for the present when he remembers that 
humans are dust, and gives them assurance of God’s taking their limitations into 


account.” 


The final text in the wisdom literature deals with God as disciplinarian, Proverbs 
3:11-12, 


My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD, Or loathe His reproof, 12. For 
whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father, the son in whom he 
delights. 
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Through various methods, the father disciplines his children. In the book of 
Proverbs, one of the prevailing methods of discipline is through words of wisdom. His 
loving-kindness in Psalm 103:11-14 does not keep him from disciplining his children. 
However, he does it with love and compassion. The father wants to maintain the covenant 
relationship with his children. Through his discipline the father wants to make sure there 


is continuity in the covenant relationship. 
Summary 


“The description of God as father refers in the OT only to his relationship with the 
people of Israel or the king of Israel. It never refers to any other individual or to mankind 
in general. The basic difference between this and the views of the fatherhood of God held 
by Israel’s neighbors is that in the OT God’s fatherhood is not understood ina biological 
or mythological sense, but in a soteriological one. To be a child of God is not a natural 
state or quality, rather it grounded in the miracle of divine election and redemption.”™ 

Many scholars dismiss the concept of the fatherhood of God in the OT on the 
basis of progenitor. They argue that if God is the father of Israel who is the mother? 
However, as already mention in Deuteronomy 32:6, and the other texts that were 
selected, the fatherhood of God cannot be seen in the context of procreation or biological 
birth, but rather through an election-redemption motif. Also, the Old Testament passages 
that speak about the fatherhood of God reflect a view of the human father that comes to 


light in the biblical texts elsewhere. 
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The following three assumptions about a father in Israelite society shed light on 
the references in the Old Testament to God as Father. 


1) Above all, the father is the source or origin of a family or clan, who as the 
founding father provides inheritance to his children. 


2) A father protects and provides for his children. 


3) Obedience and honor are due to the father, and, hence, when children disobey 
or go astray, they are corrected or disciplined. 


The fear that keeps many scholars from talking about a theology of the fatherhood 
of God from a biblical perspective is that they believe we will be reduced theology to 
anthropology. In other words, they do not want to turn God into our image instead of us 


be made into his image. 
New Testament Period 


The fatherhood of God seems to be the most prevailing and dominant concept that 
is present in the New Testament. “The concordance alone tells us that in the concept of 
the fatherhood of God we see one of the central ideas of primitive theology.” The New 
Testament refers to God about 245 times. The theology of the fatherhood of God in the 
New Testament is mostly found in the life and ministry of Jesus. That causes numerous 
scholars to conclude that there is a dichotomy in the concept of the fatherhood of God 
between the New Testament and Old Testament. 

In fact, some believe that the reason why Jesus makes reference to God as his 


father so frequently is because he wanted to portray a different image of God as father in 
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the New Testament than the one from the Old Testament. According to these scholars, 
the Old Testament fatherhood of God is portrayed as being stern, harsh, vindictive and 
punitive. On the other hands, in the New Testament, Jesus presents God as a soft, loving, 
kind and merciful father. 

The debate about the fatherhood of God from the New Testament perspectives 
practically is seen from three angles. First, how should we understand the concept of the 
fatherhood of God in the New Testament in relation to the Old Testament? Second, how 
do we understand the fatherhood of God in relationship to Jesus and the community of 
believers? Third, what does Jesus mean when he refer to God as father? These are the 
three pertinent questions that seem to encapsulate the debate about the fatherhood of God 
in the New Testament. 

Contrarily to what many scholars believe and suggest, there is no dichotomy 
between the understanding of the fatherhood of God in the Old Testament and the 
Fatherhood of God in the New Testament. The concept still has the same foundation. The 
fatherhood of God in the Old Testament is based on an election-redemption motif. The 
New Testament picks the same concept with a different term, instead of election- 
redemption; it is done on an adoption-redemption basis. 

Scholars have noticed a different in the usage of the fatherhood of God in the 
gospels. They believe that the synoptic gospels use it in a different way than the gospel of 
John. In fact, Marianne Meye Thompson observes that “Mathew and Luke, but not Mark, 
contain quite a lot of material with a decidedly communal and ethical, rather than a more 
narrowly Christological, focus, which elaborates the significance of God’s fatherhood for 


the community of disciples. God is father of the community gathered around Jesus; and 


Ky 


this relationship creates and shapes the commitment that those in the community owe to 
each other.” 

She continues to say, “By contrast, the Gospel of John—which clearly contains 
the greatest frequency of Father for God, and purportedly manifest the highest 
Christology as well—limits the father-son relationship almost exclusively to Jesus.” 
This seems to be a keen observation. It deserves a close examination. When we look at 
the gospel of Matthew for instance, particularly in the beatitudes section, it appears as 
though God is presented as a universal father. 

Let us consider some of the texts that have been used to suggest a universal 
fatherhood of God. In Matthew 5:44-48, the disciples are called to follow the example of 
God, their heavenly father. They are to love their enemies, pray for those who persecute 
them and bless those that curse them, in that sense they will resemble their father who is 
in heaven. God demonstrates that as a father, He makes his sun to shine both on the 
righteous as well as the wicked; He makes his rain to fall upon the just and unjust. Some 
scholars see in this text a universal concept of the fatherhood of God. 

“The Stoic belief in providence accepted the rational idea that God is the Father of 
all men as a self-evident truth. The European Enlightenment modernized the Stoic 
interpretation and read universal fatherhood into the Sermon on the Mount. 

However, it is significant to notice that the blessings of God upon the wicked and 


unjust have nothing to do with his paternity. In fact, Colin Brown notices, “The 
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expression ‘your father’ is found only in the words of Jesus to his disciples. This means 
that Jesus did not teach the idea that God is the father of all men. Rather, he linked the 
fatherhood of God to men’s relationship to himself.” Furthermore, Gerhard Friedrich 
suggests, “According to Matthew 5:43-45, His goodness as Creator extends to all. But 
this is not fatherhood.”*’ The fatherhood of God in the synoptic gospels appears to be in 
relation to the disciples and those who enter the covenant relationship through the son. 

Another text that uses in relationship of the universal fatherhood of God is the 
Lord ’s Prayer found in Matthew 6:9-13. Some scholars suggest the Our in the prayer is 
an indication of a universal fatherhood of God. Once again, when taking into 
consideration the context of this passage, it will be difficult to say the least that one 
would associate the, our in the prayer to mean a universal concept of God. Luke 11:1 
indicates that the prayer was an answer to the disciples question to Jesus about how they 
should pray. Second, Gerhard Friedrich points out, “According to Matthew, Jesus taught 
His disciples to pray: ‘Our Father.’ But in the synoptic’s, even in traces of the earliest 
sources, we never find that He associated Himself with the disciples in this ‘our’”™ 

The other text that is often used to established a universal fatherhood of God in 
the gospel is Matthew 5:25-34. The very question in the text refutes the concept of a 
universal fatherhood of God. Jesus says that those who have God as father do not worry 


about these things because God as a-caring father will provide for their needs. 
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Talking about this passage Frank Gaebelein says, 

In the light of God’s bountiful care (“so”), the questions posed in v.31 (cf. v.25) 
are unanswerable; and the underlying attitudes are thoughtless and an affront to 
God who knows the needs of his people (cf. v.8). worse, they are essentially 
pagan (v.32); for pagans ‘run after’ these things, not God’s kingdom and 
righteousness (v.33). Jesus’ disciples must live lives qualitatively different from 
those of people who have no trust in God’s fatherly care and no fundamental goal 
beyond material things.” 


All three passages make reference of the fatherhood of God, but only in the 
context of the community of believers. They clearly establish that God is a father to those 
who accept his the invitation to be part of the covenant. Those who answer to the 
invitation will be part of that community. However, Marianne Meye Thompson 
observation seems to be accurate, the synoptic gospels address the fatherhood of God 
mainly in the context of the disciples and those who accept the invitation to be part of the 
covenant relationship. 

In the gospel of John however, it appears as if the fatherhood of God is simply in 
relationship to Jesus. There are approximately 120 references to the fatherhood of God in 
the gospel of John. Ninety percent of these 120 references are in relation to Jesus, the 
son. John’s preoccupation is for his audience he wants them to believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God (John 20:30-31). And as they believe they will have eternal life through him, 
the son (John 17:3). Furthermore, John wants to portray that Jesus came to reveal the 
father (John 1:18). It is through the son that we came to benefit the privilege of calling 
God, father. We come to know the father through the son. In fact, when receive the son 


we have the father; we become the son of the father (John 1:12-13). Therefore, John 
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accentuates on the fatherhood of God, but only in relation to the son, not in relation to us, 
as portray in the synoptic gospels. 

Commenting on the fatherhood of God in the Gospel of John, the author of the 
New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, points out, “Jesus’ revelation of God through 
words and works is rooted in the intimate relationship of the father and son from before 
creation (1:1-18). It is marked by oneness and love (3:35). The father sends Jesus to 
reveal God’s life giving and judging activity (5:19-30). To see, hear, know, or honor 
Jesus is to encounter the father (5:23; 12:45). In receiving Jesus, believers are begotten 
(112% 3:3210)°" 

Contrarily to the gospels, the rest of the bible does not put so much emphasis 
about the fatherhood of God. Marianne Meye Thompson notices, “Outside the synoptic 
gospels, the New Testament does not bear witness to the proliferation of Father imagery 
for God, but rather, to a disciplined appropriation of the terminology in keeping with the 
main motifs also found in the gospels.””! One explanation for the shift could be because 
the disciples particularly had to deal with the issues of resurrection, the divinity of Jesus. 
Consequently, their focus was not on the father, but rather on the son. 

The New Testament treatment of the fatherhood of God does not appear to be 
different than the Old Testament. Both Old and New Testament convey that the 
fatherhood of God must be in a context of covenant relationship. Also, both Old 
Testament and New Testament do support the concept of a universal fatherhood of God. 


In the New Testament, the fatherhood of God is utilized in two ways. First, it is used in 
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relation of the disciples to God, as well as the community of believers, those who accept 
the father through the son. Second, it is used, particularly in the gospel of John in relation 
to Jesus. 

“Provides for his disciples a way of addressing God that is personal and relational 
but that does not violate the sanctity of the holy name of God. Father is a circumlocution 
for the proper name of God that speaks of God not in terms of an attribute—such as 
holiness, sovereignty, or power—but in terms of a relationship that can be described in 


terms characteristic of a father.’’” 


The Church Fathers Periods 


John Scott Lidgett observes that after the departures of the apostles the church fathers 
primary concerns were number one: how to faithfully live out their faith in a practical 
way and how to secure the organization of the church?” These were the two primary 
concerns of the church fathers. However, the rise of doctrinal issues and concerns put 
them in a position to formulate doctrinal beliefs, even when they did not intent too. 

The fatherhood of God during the patristic period was formulated largely in 
relation to Christology. As questions arose about the divinity of Christ the church fathers 
found them under the obligation to secure the faith that has been passed onto them by the 
disciples. According to Lidgett, The gradual and steady vanishing away of the Old 


Testament and New Testament understanding of the fatherhood of God during the 
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patristic periods was cause by two things: the Christological problem and the theological 
inheritance handed over by the East to West.” 

Lidgett notices that the church fathers held two views about the fatherhood of 
God. “In the first place, the fatherhood is supreme, is the relationship by which creation, 
the moral attributes of God, and His dealings with mankind are explained. And, in the 
second place, the fatherhood is consistently treated as universal.””° 

Clement, Ignatius and Justin Martyr addressed the fatherhood of God from both 
perspectives. They appeared to have been influenced by Plato, who subscribed to the 
universal fatherhood of God concept. Plato saw God as Creator, therefore, the father of 
the cosmos. In speaking of the fatherhood of God, Clement exclaims, “How blessed and 
wonderful, beloved, are the gifts of God! The Creator and Father of all worlds, the Most 
Holy, alone know their amount and their beauty.””° 

While addressing the fatherhood of God Athenagoras tried to give an explanation 
about why Christians do not sacrifice human beings; he said: “The Framer and Father of 
this universe does not need blood.”’’ Thus, the patristic period saw the rise of the 
universal understanding of the fatherhood of God. 

Justin Martyr in his First and Second Apology in defense of the Christian faith 
make reference to God in both ways his dealing with mankind and as well as a universal 
father. Irenaeus conception about the fatherhood of God must be seen in the light of the 


gnostic heresies that permeate his time. Irenaeus’ position stood in sharp contrast with 
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those of Valentinus and Marcion. While Valentinus and Marcion try to explain the 
concept of the trinity as a separate disjunctive concept; Irenaeus brought into perspective 
and demonstrated that there is correlation between the three and the key to his arguments 
is the universal fatherhood of God. 

By the time we got to the fourth century, the issue of the fatherhood of God is 
centered on one thing—Christology. The debate is mostly shaped around Arianism. Arius 
viewed Jesus as a created being not as God. That kindled a great discussion between 
Arius and his former pastor Alexander. Alexander rejected Arius view. As a result, he has 
the church excommunicated Arius and sent him to exile.” 

The next person to play a vital role in this discussion was Origen. Origen 
suggested that the fatherhood of God in relation to the son superseded the relation He has 
with his creation. He maintains that the eternal fatherhood of God is an indication of the 
presence of an eternal Son. This is considered as one of the most significant contributions 
to the discussion. Also, Origen believed that there cannot be salvation outside the 
universal fatherhood of God. 

“Origen believed that the affirmation that God is father lay at the heart of the 
Christian faith. It is fundamental to his conception of the divine nature and of salvation: 
to know God fully and thus to be saved is to know God as Father: having been servants, 
we become sons by adoption through faith in the one who is son by nature.””” 

Athanasius embraced the conception of Origen and elaborated upon the three 


main tenets of Origen that addressed the eternity of the fatherhood of God. He ascertains 
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that the fatherhood of God must first be in correlation with the Son. The paternity of God 
in relation to His creation is only through the incarnate son. “The whole strength of the 
polemic of Athanasius against Arianism depends upon his serious and systematic 
investigation of the relationship of Fatherhood and Sonship as between the first and 
second persons in the holy Trinity.”®° 

Augustine the Archbishop of Hippo seems to have rejected the concept of one 
God in three. His philosophical views hindered him from seeing light in this concept. He 
viewed God as the father of all mankind. Both Martin Luther and John Calvin embraced 
the universal fatherhood of God concept. However, for Luther the universal fatherhood of 


God was the root of all practical religion. 
Conclusion 


The Old Testament portrays the fatherhood of God in the concept of election— 
redemption motif. Thus, the fatherhood of God in the Old Testament is always in relation 
to Israel, corporate not individual. The only time the fatherhood of God is referred to an 
individual it is in reference to ascension of kings upon the throne of Israel. The New 
Testament follows the same path. God is referred as the father of the disciple—believers. 
Sonship in the New Testament is granting when once accept the father through the Son. 
However, some texts from the New Testament suggest that one can benefit from the 
goodness and blessings without being in the father-son relationship (Mt 5:43-45). This 


occurred so that the wicked have no excuse for not accepting the invitation to come into 
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the relationship. If when you were not a children he provided for you, how much more 
will he do so when you become his child. 

The New Testament also emphasizes the fatherhood of God in relation to the son. 
This happens because the community of believers needs to accept the fact that their 
adoption comes only through the son. The son is the one that reveals the father. However, 
when we get to the patristic period, the fatherhood of God shifted from the election — 
redemption motif to a universal understanding. The reason for the shift was the 
Christological problems. 

Origen was instrumental in providing a way to deal with the Christological issue. 
He claimed that the eternity of the father implied eternal sonship. He was one of the first 
theological writers to have his imagination struck by the wealth of biblical references of 
God as Father. According to him, the knowledge of the fatherhood of meant security in 
his love and care.*! 

The fatherhood of God continues to play a major in current theology. However, 
the understanding seems to be the one that occurred during the patristic periods. The 
post-modern minds eliminate the absolute and embrace relativism. Consequently, most 
people view the fatherhood of God in a context of a universal father. However, it will be 
discussed for one to reject the fatherhood of God motif found in the Old Testament and 
New Testament. The fatherhood of God should always be seen in the light of the 


election—redemption motif, through the acceptation of the Son. 
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John 1:11-13 says, “He came to His own, and those who were His own did not 
receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the 


will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”® 
Biblical Foundation 


Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! "And you shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. "And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your 
heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie 
down and when you rise up. "And you shall bind them as a sign on your hand and 
they shall be as frontals on your forehead. "And you shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates (Dt 6:4-9).% 


Introduction 


The book of Deuteronomy is placed fifth in the Pentateuch. It is also known in 
Jewish tradition as the Torah or the books of Moses. Deuteronomy plays a vital role in 
the understanding of the Pentateuch as well as the rest of the Bible. “Like no other 
biblical book, it is a template for the two volume canon of Old and New Testaments. It is 
the seal of the Pentateuch and the gateway from the patriarchs to the Former and Latter 
Prophets. Its narrative framework for the covenant’s rules and regulations sets the Psalms 


and Proverbs and all other wisdom within Israel’s life of grace,”** 


*?In 1:11-13 (NASV). 
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The name Deuteronomy is derived from the Septuagint LXX (the Greek 
Translation of the Hebrew Bible), which simply means the second law. There seems to be 
a consensus among conservative scholars that the title is internal evidence taking from 
chapter 17:18. According to Ronald E. Clements, “The title is wholly appropriate, since it 
describes the law given by Moses in the plains of Moab immediately prior to the crossing 
of the river Jordan and Israel’s entry into the land promised to its ancestors, Abraham, 


Isaac and Jacob.”** 


Background 


Under God’s guidance and direction Moses led the Israelites from Egypt to Sinai 
where they received specific instructions from the Lord. There was a covenant that was 
made between Israel and God. The Lord promised them if they were faithful He would 
bless them and make them prosperous. However, if they disobey they would reap the 
fruits of their unfaithfulness. Israel failed in keeping their part of the covenant. 
Consequently, the generation that came from Egypt with Moses except for Caleb and 
Joshua died in the wilderness. 

After forty years wandering in the wilderness, finally the Israelites were now 
ready to enter the promise land. However, it was a new generation who did not 
experience the miraculous delivery from Egypt, the crossing of the red sea, nor were 
given of the law on Sinai. Before entering the promise land, Moses wanted to bring to 
their attention the reason why their ancestors did not make it to the promise land. He 
reminded them that the ancestors perished in the wilderness because of their 


unfaithfulness to God and His Law. Consequently, if they want to live long in the 
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promise land they must not make the same mistake. In that sense we can say that 


Deuteronomy was a second giving of the law. 


Authorship and Date 


“For most of the first eighteen centuries of the Christian era, pentateuchal 
authorship was considered pretty much a settled matter. Most people accepted the view 
that the Pentateuch was composed by Moses, the great lawgiver and deliverer of Israel 
from Egyptian bondage.”®* During that period of time the traditional position of the 
church was that Moses wrote the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Hebrew Bible. 
However, with the coming of the enlightenment period in the 1800s this view underwent 
serious re-evaluation and changes. A product of this reassessment process is the theory 
known as the Documentary Hypothesis. 

This hypothesis or theory, in its most basic form, is not complicated. It maintains 
that though the Pentateuch may appear to the average reader to be a unity, it is actually a 
compilation of at least four major literary sources known as JEDP. The compilation of 
JEDP took some four hundred years. However, upon close examination of the book of 
Deuteronomy we discover numerous internal evidences that support a mosaic authorship. 
“In addition to the many statements about Moses’ speaking these words, there are 
statements made within itself that indicate that he was the author, (Dt 1:5; 31 9, 22, 24, 
30) other Old Testament books similarly assert Mosaic authorship of Deuteronomy, (1 


kings 2:3; 8:53).°” 
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Furthermore, if we use a Tota Scriptura approach we will discover that Jesus in 
Luke 24:27 and 44 ascribed a Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch. Not only is there 
internal evidence that support mosaic authorship, but also there is also ample external 
evidence that supports mosaic authorship of the book of Deuteronomy and the entire 


Pentateuch. 


Date 


Scholars who ascribe or subscribe to the Documentary Hypothesis argue that the 
book of Deuteronomy is a late 8" and early 7” century B.C. composition. In fact, Richard 
Clifford argues, “Several recent scholars, impressed by the newly published Neo- 
Assyrian treaties and by the likelihood of Jerusalem as the place of composition, propose 
that the main Deuteronomic traditions were given shape in the face of the Neo-Assyrian 
threat to Israel’s existence in the late eighth century, probably under King Hezekiah (722- 
698 B.c.)*8 

Assuming this hypothesis is correct, one would have difficulty explaining the 
dating of the destruction of the northern kingdom in 722 B.C. God could not expect Israel 
to live according to the requirements stated in Deuteronomy unless the requirements had 
already existed in a written form. 

However, “Internal data locate Deuteronomy as beginning in the desert east of the 
Jordan in Moab on the first day of the eleventh month of the fortieth year—forty years 


after the Exodus from Egypt (Dt 1:3). This was after Moses and the Israelites had 
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defeated Sihon and Og, Kings of the Amorites in Transjordan (1 :4).”*? As a result, 
conservative scholars tend to favor a late 13" and early 12" century B.C. date of 


composition for the book of Deuteronomy. 


Structure 


Consensus amongst conservative biblical scholars is that the book of 
Deuteronomy is composed of three discourses or addresses of Moses to Israel. Each 
address is followed by an exhortation to hold fast to God and his word. One of the 
distinct features of Deuteronomy in comparison with the rest of the Pentateuch is that 
“Moses is represented as expounding the covenant and the covenant law to the Israelite 
community. Elsewhere in the Pentateuch the law is given by God to Moses, who in turn 
gives it to the people or to the priests.””” 

Deuteronomy follows the structure of the Near Eastern treaties of the 13 and 14% 


centuries B.C., which validates the idea of 13" century B.C. composition. The features of 


a 13" century B.C. treaty include the following: 


1) Preamble 

2) Historical prologue 

3) Stipulations, laws and regulations 

4) Arrangements for depositing treaty copies 


5) Arrangements for regular reading of the treaty 
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6) Witnesses 
7) Curses and blessings.”! 


This is the structure we find within the book of Deuteronomy as well as. 


The Purpose 


According to Earl S. Kalland, “The Book of Deuteronomy calls for the enactment 
(renewal) of the covenant as a preparation for the entrance into Canaan—its conquest and 
occupation—presents the way of life that Israelites were to follow in the promised 
Land.””? Moses wanted to remind the Israelites of their past so that they do not repeat the 
same mistakes as they take possession of the Promise Land. In other words, “The purpose 
of the historical references in Deuteronomy is primarily pedagogical: the Israel of the 


present and future should learn from the Israel of the past.”°° 


Commentary 


“Chapters 6-11 are the richest instructional, homiletical, and theological materials 
in the book of Deuteronomy, for they articulate the historical memories and motivations 
that frame and give context to the commandments to follow.?™ 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 belongs to the second division of the book. It addresses the 


stipulations of the covenant—treaty and its ratifications. In it Moses included the basic 
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elements of life in the promise Land. After a brief exhortation and historical background, 
Moses reintroduced the Ten Commandments to his audience. He then summarized the 
basis of his teaching by pointing out that the basis of the commandments is to love God 
above all things. That is where our passage comes in. 

“Known in Jewish tradition as the ‘Shema,’ Deuteronomy 6:4-9 contains what 
Driver has called the fundamental truth of Israel’ religion and the fundamental duty 
founded upon it. The fundamental truth has to do with the oneness of God (v4), which 
will ultimately be spelled out in the doctrine of monotheism. The fundamental duty is the 


response of love which God requires of (v5).”” 


Verses 4 and 5 state, "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 
And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might.” Johannes Botterweck proposes that one must study these verses in 
the light of the structure that they contain. The structure is as follows: 

Ia Interjection: Hear, O Israel! 

Ib Declaration: The Lord Our God is one 

IIa Exhortaion: and you shall love the Lord Your God 
This structure provides a clearer perspective and a better understanding to the rest of the 
pericope under study as well as the rest of the book. 

There are some key words that need to be taken into consideration. The word hear 


for instance, [m;Pv.' in the Hebrew. It is a qualitative imperative 2"4 masculine singular. 


The basic meaning is not only to hear, but it involves an effective hearing or listening 
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with emphasis to obey.”° It can also mean to understand, to hear critically. Furthermore, 
“The imperative ‘hear’ is fundamental to a covenantal understanding of this people of 
God. In listening, Israel is summoned, commanded, and assured by the One with 
authority who takes an initiative and imposes upon Israel a will, purpose, and identity 
other than any it might have taken for itself. The imperative brings Israel into a defining 


relationship whereby this people now lives completely in the sphere of YHWH’s will and 


purpose.”*” 


The expression ‘hear, O Israel’ is found in numerous places in the book of 
Deuteronomy, (5:1; 9:1; 20:3; 27:9). Probably, the same expression seems to inspire the 
author of the book of Proverbs. He uses it in several occasions as an introduction to his 
wisdom as he counsels his son ‘hear my son’ (Prv1:8; 4:1, 10; 5:7; 7:24; 23:19; ete.). 

The imperative indicates that Israel needs to hear, understand and believe that 
“YHWH?’ is the only true God. He is above all the other gods they have known in Egypt. 
His power and authority is above and beyond all others. Israel must hear and do what 
“YHWH commands. The command to hear and do is predicated upon the fact that 
YHWH makes and keeps His promises. He has delivered them from Egyptian bondage. 
Therefore, Israel must do his part of the covenant by keeping the commandments of 
YHWH, who has been faithfully keeping his part of the bargain. 

The precise translation of the rest of v4 does not hold a consensus among 
scholars. Some render it ‘YHWH is one. Others maintain, YHWH alone. The word dx'(a, 


as an adjective can mean be translated as: one, single, unique, singular. As a ordinal 
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number it is translated as one or first. The first time we encounter the word dx'(a, is in 
Genesis 1:5. It states, “And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And the evening and the morning were the first day.” Though translated as a ordinal 
number it could also be translated as an adjective, which renders it ‘day one.’ 

The second place we meet dx'(a, is in Genesis 2:24 when God declares it is not 
good for man to be alone. And then he says I will make him a help meet. As a result, 
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: 
and they shall be one flesh.” Here the word dx'(a, is translated as an adjective. The next 
time we see dx'(a, is in Deuteronomy 6:4. It is, therefore, appropriate to translate it as 
one. The proper translation of the verse should be ‘YHWH our God, YHWH is one.’ 

Christensen ascertains that “the word dx'(a, of the schema speaks not only of the 
uniqueness, but also the unity of God. The doctrine of monotheism is implicit in this brief 
creedal statement.””* On the other hand, Brueggeman suggests, “The key phrase may be 
rendered as YHWH is one, in order to stress the unity of YHWH who cannot be divided 
or parceled out.””” However, “the structure of the line, almost poetic, favors the rendering 
“Yahweh (is) our God, Yahweh is one.” That means the Divine Name should be 
construed as a nominative in each case and the terms our God and one as parallel 
predicate nominatives.'”° The point being, Israel is about to take possession of a land 
occupied by nations who worship idol gods. They must not get accustomed to the rituals 


and traditions of nations already in the land. YHWH must not be compared to the other 


**Daniel L. Christensen Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 6A (Dallas, TX: Word Books Publisher, 
1991), 145. 


**Brueggeman, Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries, 83. 


- Eugene H. Merrill, Deuteronomy, The New American Commentary vol. 4 (Nashville, TN: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994), 162-63. 


70 


gods with which Israel is familiar. YHWH should have preeminence over all others 
because He is unique, distinct, and one. 

Having established his preeminence, authority and uniqueness, YHWH demands 
complete obedience and devotion. Thus, verse 5 declares “And you shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” YHWH 
requires an uncompromised loyalty. The “superlative degree of total commitment is 
expressed through the word ‘love’ a peculiar contribution of Deuteronomy to the 
characterization of the YHWH-Israel relationship.”?°! 

The word love in verse five is synonymous with obedience (10:12; 11:1, 13, 22). 
The word love appears approximately nineteen times in the book of Deuteronomy. 
Twelve of those times requests Israel to love the Lord his God, (5:10; 6:5; 7:9; 10:12; 
11:1, 13, 22; 13:3 19:9; 30:6, 16, 20. In this context, “love refers to the kind of love of 
practical fidelity that a lesser party in a formal relationship must enact toward a greater 
party in order to demonstrate and implement vows of loyalty already made.”!? 

The demand to love and total royalty to God is what makes the YHWH Israel 
different than the other gods. Therefore, love must not be interpreted primarily as feelings 
or emotional sentiments. But rather, it should be interpreted as obedience to the 
commandments of God. “It concerns, practical acts of obedience in every sphere of daily 
life.”?° 

It is interesting to note that one cannot commit to YHWH partly. Commitment to 
YHWH involves one’s entire being. It includes heart, soul and strength. God’s 
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expectations of Israel are their wholehearted love and loyalty and obedience to the terms 
of the covenant relationship already established, which love and loyalty will inspire. They 
are required to love him with all their heart, soul and strength. 

The phrase all your heart should be rendered as all your mind. “The heart (/éb) is, 
in Old Testament anthropology, the seat of the intellect, equivalent to the mind or rational 
part of humankind.”?!™ Also, soul is a reference for vitality and strength refers to full 
capacities, including natural abilities and resources. In other words, the force of the 
phrase “to love with all your heart, soul and strength” is to require a devotion that is 
single-minded and complete. Augustine maintains that the statement to love God with all 
your heart, soul and strength is a reference to a Trinitarian God. 

Verses 6-9 emphasize the importance of the Lord’s commands and instructions in 
a practical way. There are four things that they have to do: commit them to memory; 
impress them upon their children; talk about them constantly; and always have them 
before their eyes. In other words, “these verses expand the idea of wholehearted 
obedience." 

“These words’ in verse 6 echoes chapter 1:1, and 11:18-20, “commentators 
usually understand the subject as referring to vv4-5: the proclamation of the unity of God 
and the command to love him. However, ‘these words’ refers to the general paraenetic 
discourse of Deuteronomy.”'”° Consequently, Israel is responsible to apply not only the 


Ten Commandments, but the book of Deuteronomy as well as the Torah/Pentateuch. It is 
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the words of this book that need to be in their heart. The commandments need to be 
internalized to a point where they become part of their daily living. They have to meditate 
upon them day and night as cited by the Psalmist in Psalm 1:2. The meditation upon the 
law will result in obedience. Obedience that will not be a matter of formal legalism, but 
rather a response out of deep understanding of God’s law and his love for his people.” 

Having understood the law, they must embrace the responsibilities that come with 
it. One of the responsibilities that were entrusted to those who understand the law was to 
teach them diligently to their children. The emphasis is placed upon one knowing the law 
for himself. In Joshua 1:8, the Lord instructed Joshua not to let this book depart from his 
mouth, he needs to mediate upon it day and night. The word meditate means to ruminate. 
Thus, in Deuteronomy 6:6 they must have these words (the words of this book) upon 
their heart to meditate ruminate and reflect on it daily. One cannot teach something he 
does not first know and understand. Otherwise, his teaching will be faulty and without a 
proper foundation. 

The knowledge received from these words (the Torah) must be passed on to the 
next generation. If they are faithful in keeping these words, then they will be effective 
when transmitted to their children. It is interesting to note that Deuteronomy is focused 
on the children. The next generation must be taught these words so that they do not make 
the same mistakes that their ancestors made. They must get acquainted to the God of the 
covenant and the stipulations of the covenant. “For that reason, the command is followed 


in verses 6-9 by a series of imperatives: recite, bind, fix, write.”!8 


Daniel L. Christensen, Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 6A (Dallas, TX: Word Books Publisher, 
1991), 144. 
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The verb to teach in verse seven is in the piel perfect form, as such it should be 
translated “To make repeat, recount and recite. In other words, they were to teach these 
words to their children with the objective of having them repeat them so that they can 
know it for themselves.” Simply put “Moses proposes saturation education so that a 
child’s imaginative horizon is completely pervaded by signs and reminders of this 
imperative.”!” 

The purpose of teaching is to perpetuate the covenantal relationship beyond the 
immediate generation. The promises and provisions contain in the covenant relationship 
go beyond the immediate generation, they are for unborn generation. “In practical terms 
this necessitated a regular routine of instruction. Father must educate son and son the 
grandson so that the fact and features of the covenant might never be forgotten.!!° For 
that matter they were instructed to be diligent in transmitting this teaching. 

The word ‘teach’ from the original Hebrew can also mean ‘sharpen.’ It is as if one 
were sharpening a sword. In that context fathers were to engrave the word of the 
covenant in the minds of their young ones with such precision that it will have a long 
lasting impact. The way to inculcate these teachings is through constant repetition. 

Moses reiterated the importance of teaching the instructions contained in this 
book of the covenant to the next generation. He reinforced that by using one main verb 
with four subordinates in the infinitive construct (sit, walk, lie, rise), which he paired up 
to signify totality. He said in vv7b ‘you shall talk of them when you sit in your house and 


when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. The verb ‘talk’ 


Brueggeman, 85. 
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expresses continuity; it is not a one-time action. They should not cease the activity of 
talking. 

Thus whether while sitting at home or walking in the pathway, whether lying 

down to sleep or rising for the tasks of a new day, teacher and pupil must be 

preoccupied with covenant concerns and their faithful transmission (v. 7). The 
pairing of these sets of contrasting places and postures forms a double merism 

(using opposing terms to express an all-encompassing concept). Sitting suggests 

inactivity; and ‘walking, of course, activity. Together they encompass all of human 

effort. Likewise, to retire at night and rise up in the morning speaks of the totality 
of time. So important is covenant truth that it must be at the very center of all 
one’s labor and life.’"! 

Moses emphasized the importance of the oral tradition. The sacred body of 
knowledge must be transmitted from fathers to children, from one generation to the next. 
This tradition was very well alive among the Babylonians. In the Babylonian creation 
epic Enuma Elish it reads “let father repeat them and impart them to his son... Ancient 
Near Eastern treaties emphasize the vassal’s duty to instruct his sons about the treaty and 
the duty of following it.”'!? Not only God’s law must constantly be taught, but also they 
are instructed to make copies of it and worn. 

Verse 8-9 pose a problem to many exegetes and biblical scholars. The idea to bind 
the commands on their hands, foreheads and write them on their doorposts is problematic 
among biblical scholars. Some suggest this injunction was meant to be taken 


metaphorically/ figuratively, while others maintain it was meant to be taken literally. For 


instance, A. D. H. Mayes ascertains, “This command has parallels in wisdom literature 


bid. 167. 


"Jeffrey H. Tigay, The JPS Torah Commentary: Deuteronomy (Philadelphia, PA: The Jewish 
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75 


(Prv 3:3; 6:21; 7:3), where it is used figuratively of the command to the pupil to keep his 
master’s teaching continuously before him.”!° 

On the other hand, S. R. Driver maintains, “The injunction is intended to be 
carried out literally.”''* Whether it was meant to be taken literally or figuratively is 
debatable. One thing that is certain, the commands of the Lord should be spoken of on a 
consistent basis. They are called to hear them, obey them and teach them to their 
children. The success of the immediate and future generation in the land of promise 
depends upon what they have made of the commands contained in this book of the law. 
Should they neglect to teach and obey them and have them constantly before their eyes 
famine, sword, and pestilence (Dt 28) will follow. 

It is interesting to note that not only they were asked to write them on the 
doorposts of their homes, but also on their gates. The gates seem to make reference here 
to the city gates. In other words, they were to be constantly exposed to God’s teachings. 
They were to have them upon their hearts (vv6.), upon their hands, foreheads, doorposts 
and gates. In so doing, they will have maximum exposure to it, and it will perpetuate the 
oral tradition from one generation to another. Philo argues that the aim of this practice 
was “so that those who leave or remain at home, citizens and strangers alike, may read 
the inscriptions engraved on the face of the gates and keep in perpetual memory what 


they should say and do.”!° 


N3a_D.H. Mayes, The New Century Bible Commentary: Deuteronomy (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publ. Co., 1979), 176. 
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Conclusion 


The Shem is in the front rank of biblical statements about God and what God 
expects of parents. The Shema was so important to the Hebrews that they recited it when 
they woke up in the morning to remind them of God and how they were to conduct 
family life during the day. When they went to bed at night, they repeated it in order to 
judge how well they lived up to its requirements.”!'° 

Despite the fact that Jewish tradition places a lot of focus on Deuteronomy 6:4, 
however, the most striking thing is that the emphasis is not on the word ‘hear,’ but rather 
on love. To love God with all your heart, soul and strength signifies God has 
preeminence over everything in ones life. In that sense, Love encapsulates the essence of 
the shema. Love gives meaning to obedience, teaching, talking, and binding. One can 
hear without understanding and application. But it is impossible for one to love and not 
act upon this love (In 3:16; 14:15; 15:14). That is why Jesus said the Ten 
Commandments could be summarized by love; love for God and love for your neighbor 
(Mt 22:34-40). Paul said love is the fulfillment of the law (Rom 13:10). 

In some respects, it can be argued that the whole book of Deuteronomy is simply 
a commentary of this one verse: you shall love Yahweh your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul-life, and with all your might. The command to love is central because it 
concerns renewal of the covenant with God which demands obedience.’””!!” This 


obedience can only be done on the basis of love for the one who has delivered them from 


"Carl Ellis Nelson, “Spiritual Formation: a Family Matter,” Journal of Family Ministry 20 no 3 
(Fall 2006), 13-27. 
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Egyptian’s slavery. In other words, God asked Israel to reciprocate the love He has 
shown towards them from Egypt to the promise land. 

The book of Deuteronomy was placed at the center of Jewish teaching. It was 
utilized as the primary book in an ongoing program of religious education in Israel. The 
fathers did the teaching. If a father were unable to teach his children, particularly his 
sons, then he would send him to a rabbi to be educated. The Shema is the brief, practical 
guide for parents to communicate their faith to their children. 

It is true that the word father does not appear in this text. However, according to 
Jewish tradition, as the head of the household, fathers were responsible for at least four 
things: circumcise his son, teach him the Torah, teach him a trade and marry him off.!" 
Thus, by implication fathers have the solemn responsibility to perpetuate the fear of the 
Lord in the land by passing on the teachings of the law to their children. 

“The book of Deuteronomy emphasizes the responsibility of the fathers to instruct 
their children and teach them to love God (Dt 6:7)... the Deuteronomist emphasizes the 
father’s duty to teach God’s commandments to his children.”!!? These teachings need to 
be handed down from one generation to next; in fact, “Genesis 18:19, refers to God’s 
charge to Abraham as a father to teach his children and his household the righteous life” 


and saving deeds in general.’”° 


"8Geoffrey Wigoder, The Encyclopedia of the Jewish Religion (London, UK: Phoenix House, 
1965), 143. 
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To teach implies a dialogue between the teacher and the pupil until the pupil 


7! Children will come to love God as they observe their 


learns what is being taught. 
parents apply the commandments of God in their daily lives. 

The fathers were responsible to recount the story of the Exodus to their children 
(11:18-20); and everything that have been passed on to them from the previous 
generation. This will allow the story to remain alive and the fear of the lord will continue 


to be spread throughout the land. As it has been said, a nation who forgets their past is a 


people without a memory. 
NEW TESTAMENT TEXT 


Ephesians 6:4 


And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


Introduction 


The New Testament text that supports the underlying principle of this project is 
Ephesians 6:4. This text seems to address the importance of paternal involvement in the 
lives of children. It describes some of the key responsibilities of a father in regard to his 
children. It provides us with a paradigm that fathers need to follow in order to be 


successful in rearing their children. 


"!Carl Ellis Nelson, “Spiritual Formation: a F amily Matter,” Journal of Family Ministry 20 no 3 
(Fall 2006), 13-27. 
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Authorship and Date 


Ephesians belongs to what scholars call the Prison Epistles corpus, which means 
the author wrote this epistle while he was in prison. The beginning of the letter (1:1) 
identifies its sender, Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ. Traditionally, the epistle has been 
accepted in the church from early in the second century as an authentic work of the 


apostle Paul, written during his imprisonment at Rome.” 


Pauline authorship was unanimously accepted in antiquity. Church fathers like 
Clement, Ignatus of Antioch, Hermas and Polycarp all subscribed to a Pauline authorship. 
However, during the nineteenth century numerous scholars questioned the authenticity of 
a Pauline authorship. Its authenticity was questioned based on peculiarities of style and 
vocabulary. 

However, when studied closely with other Pauline Epistles, many scholars agree 
that Ephesians follows a Pauline style of writing. Furthermore, the author identifies 
himself in the introduction, and then proceeds in typically Pauline fashion to ascribe his 
apostolic authority to the will of God.'”’ Finally, Paul’s name reappears in the letter (3:1). 

Those who ascribe the epistle to Pauline authorship suggest two possible dates 
depending on the place of origin and the relevant imprisonment. If written from Ephesus 
a possible date is A.D. 54-55, but if written from Caesarea the consensus seems to be 
between A. D. 59 and 61. However, scholars who reject Pauline authorship argue for 


A.D. 90 compositions. 


George A. Buttrick, The Interpreter’s Bible (New York, NY: Abingdon Press, 1981), 597. 


Frank G. Gaebelein, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 1978), 3. 
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Purpose 


Paul seems to have multiple purposes in writing this heartfelt and inspirational 
epistle. Contrarily to Colossians it was not written to combat or correct false doctrines 
and teachings in the church. First, he wanted to demonstrate “the role of Christ and his 
church in God’s great purpose for men.”!* Then, he affirms them in their faith. He 
encourages them to widen their spiritual horizons, and draw them closer in their bonds of 


Christian unity and brotherhood. 
Literary Structure 


Scholars have difficulties in determining the literary genre classification of 
Ephesians. “While retaining the framework of a letter, Ephesians differs from the rest of 
Paul’s compositions because of its peculiar cast.”'”> In some places, it appears to be a 
sermon, while other parts of it sound like a prayer. “The unusual combination of the 
homiletical and liturgical makes it difficult to classify its literary genre.”’*° However, it 
follows a Pauline outline. It begins with a salutation (1 :1-2), which follows by doctrine: 
the implications of Christian faith (1:3-3:21). It then proceeds with the practical aspects: 
the application to Christian Life (4:1-6:20), it concludes with a salutation and farewell 


(6:21-24). 


4B almer H. Kelly, The Layman’s Bible Commentary (Richmond, VA: John Knox Press, 1960), 
45, 


?5Frank G. Gaebelein, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 1978), 17. 
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Commentary 


One of the overarching themes that run through the epistle of Ephesians is the 
importance of the family and the responsibility of each person within the family circle. 
After addressing in depth the husband-wife relationship, the author now turns to the 
parents and children relationship. He begins by pointing out the duties of children vis-a- 
vis their parents. 

“The presupposition for the conduct of children to parents and parents to children 
is the relation of both to Christ. The children should do their duty in the Lord, the parents 
in the discipline and admonition of the Lord.”’”’ Just like in 5:21 husband and wife need 
to submit first to Christ to enjoy a godly relationship, so it is for father and son. 

Paul reaches back to the Old Testament to emphasize the importance of how 
children ought to obey their parents. He cites the fifth commandments ‘honor your father 
and mother.’ In addition, he proceeds to say, this is the only commandment that comes 
with a promise. God expects the children to honor, obey and take care of their parents. 

According to Greco-Roman ethics generally, “Obeying one’s parents was the 
right and proper thing to do. Indeed, most civilizations have regarded the recognition of 
parental authority as necessary to a stable society.”’”* Paul seems to imply both traditions 
in his recommendation to children, as far as their duties towards their parents are 
concerned. When Paul says children are to obey their parents’ in the Lord, “he’s saying 


that obedience is in the sphere of serving, pleasing, honoring, and worshiping the Lord 


27Tohn Peter Lange, Commentary on the Holy Scriptures (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 1980), 212. 
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for His glory.”!”° Children have to obey their parents because it is right in the sight of the 
Lord. The word from the Greek is dikaios. It could also mean righteous or just. It is the 
same word that Paul uses in Romans 12:2 to describe how Christian ought to live their 
Christian life in harmony with the Lord. In other words, Paul is Saying obeying one’s 
parents is holy living. It is an act of righteousness. 

Having established the duties of children vis-a-vis their parents, Paul now begins 
to address the responsibilities of fathers towards their children. Each group in the family, 
not just the subordinate ones, has obligations and responsibility.'*° In verse one, Paul asks 
children to honor parents, which means both father and mother. However, in verse two, 
he only addresses fathers. Some scholars suggest that the word fathers being in plural 
form is meant to include mothers. However, this proposition would contradict Jewish and 
Romans tradition, which attribute the role of training and education to fathers. 

It is interesting to note that it is fathers that have been given the responsibility to 
nurture, train and educate their children. In fact, Harold Voth, in his provocative book 
entitled The Castrated Family states, “If the father is not the head of the family, there can 
be nothing but chaos.” He continues to say that, “the father is responsible for structure 
and form and establishing the family standards, character, direction and strength. And if 


he does not do that, it castrates the family.”"*! 


1293, McArthur, The Fi ulfilled Family (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1997), 


Peter T. O’Brien, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Letter To The Ephesians (Grand 
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Ephesians 6:4 presents a paradigm that includes the biblical role of fathers. 


a. Fathers do not provoke your children verse 6a—Protector of child’s well- 
being 


b. Nurture them verse 6b—Provider 
c. Discipline them verse 6c—disciplinarian 
d. Instruct them in the Lord verse 6d—spiritual leadership/priest 


This text begins by instructing fathers not to provoke their children. But the 
question that needs to be raised is how can fathers provoke their children? The Greek 
word that is translated as provoke can also mean: to irritate, make angry, exasperate, etc. 
Paul without mentioning it seems to be making a revolutionary statement against the then 
known patria potestas, which gives almost absolute power to fathers. 

“The law-giver of the Romans gave virtually full power to the father over his son, 
whether he thought proper to imprison him, to scourge him, to put him in chains, and 
keep him at work in the fields, or to put him to death; and this even though the son were 
already engaged in public affairs, though he were numbered among the highest 
magistrates, and though he were celebrated for his zeal for the commonwealth.”!°? 

Consequently, fathers abused their power by doing as they pleased to both their 
children and wives. Children can also be provoked or made angry by lack of involvement 


on the part of the father. In fact, Blenkenhorn ascertains, “Children’s well-being depends 


82a ndrew T. Lincoln, Ephesians, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 42 (Dallas, TX: Word 
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decisively upon a high level of paternal investment.”!? Provoking one’s children can 
result in emotional damage. Paul encourages fathers to be mindful of their children 
emotional needs, by not provoking them to anger. Provoke is the “hasty, rough, moody 
treatment of children, so that, without childish confidence, without joyful obedience, they 
are repelled and enticed to opposition, defiance and bitterness.”!34 

By not provoking Paul is ruling out any compulsive behavior, such as 


unreasonably harsh demands, abuse of authority, excessively severe punishment, 


subjecting a child to humiliation, unfairness, constant condemnation, and all forms of 
gross insensitivity to a child’s sensibilities.!*° 

How can fathers provoke their children? “Fathers provoke their children and 
discourage them by saying one thing and doing another—by always blaming and never 
praising, by being inconsistent and unfair in discipline, and by showing favoritism in the 
home, by making promises and not keeping them, and by making light of problems that, 
to the children, are very important. Christian parents need the fullness of the Spirit so 
they can be sensitive to the needs and problems of their children.”!*6 

The author did not stop with the negative command; he then proceeds by urging 
fathers to bring up their children in the Lord. This is the complement of the negative 


command not to provoke. The word bring up from the Greek ‘evktre,fete’ has several 
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meanings. Depending on the context it can mean: nourish, rear, bring up, etc. The word 
‘evktre,fete’ can be seen as a double entendre. It can mean both nourish and bring up. 

If taken as a double entendre, it fits perfectly well with the responsibility of a 
father. As a provider, a father is responsible to provide physical and emotional 
nourishment to stimulate growth and development of the body. In fact, Frank Gaebelein 
suggests that the word evktre,fete’ “has to do in the first place with bodily nourishment, 
and then with education in its entirety.”!° TR urthermore, the same word is used in 5:29, in 
relation to Christ feeding the church. 

Therefore, “The Christian (father) husband is to nourish his wife and his children 
by sharing love and encouragement in the Lord. It is not enough to nurture the children 
physically by providing food, shelter, and clothing. He must also nurture them 
emotionally and spiritually.”'** The best example of that is Jesus. The Bible says He 
increased in wisdom, and in stature, before God and man (Lk 2:52). That is what fathers 
are called to do for their children. It can also mean to bring up from childhood to a 
mature adult. By implication it means fatherhood is a lifetime commitment. 

However, Blankenhorn notices that fatherlessness is the most urgent problem of 
our society today. He further suggests that “over the past two hundred years, fatherhood 
has lost, in full or in part, each of its four traditional roles: irreplaceable caregiver, moral 
educator, head of family and family breadwinner.”!*? Paul seems to advise fathers to live 


up to these standards. 


8 7Gaebelein, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 82. 
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In relation to bring up, Paul uses two qualifiers to further define the role of 
fathers. The two words that he uses are: paideia which means training, discipline and 
‘nougesia’ which means admonition, instruction and warning. The word paideia carries 
the meaning of learning through discipline. Because fathers are encouraged not to 
provoke their children, that admonition does not remove the possibility of discipline. 

Contrarily to some modern psychologist and educators that discourage parents 
from properly disciplining their children, the Lord urges fathers to discipline their 
children (Prv 13:24; 23:13). God himself chastises and disciplines those that he loves 
(Heb 12:6; Rev 3:19). Fathers are called to be disciplinarians, not abusers, but 
disciplinarians. They are called to discipline their children in the right manner. They need 
to do it in love, so that they do not provoke them and destroy their self-esteem. There 
must be rules and regulations by which a child must live by. God as a father establishes 
that for his children (Ex 20). Obedience to the rules and regulations must be rewarded 
and disobedience to them must be punished. Discipline involves education, instruction. 
The author of Proverbs also encourages fathers to share wise counsels with their children. 

In addition, fathers have to admonish their children. Many scholars comment on 
both words, training and admonish, and conclude that they mostly refer to education. 
“Although in their broader Greek usage they referred to education in general and to its 
goal of culture, in the LXX, nadia. and its cognates acquired the sense of discipline and 
chastisement. These words were used of the training of children, either through 
instruction or frequently through correction or punishment.”!° However, admonition 


seems to indicate correction through the word of mouth. It signifies to encourage and to 
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instruct. Goodspeed sees in this model the beginning of Christian education in the home. 

Within Judaism the emphasis was heavily on the religious upbringing of children, 
and this was seen as ultimately the responsibility of the father. Again, their fathers took 
children to school from the age of seven both male and female, but ideally the real center 
of education remained the home. At the heart of the instruction was the Torah, which 
itself enjoined the teaching of the commandments to children (cf. Dt 4:9; 6:7; 1 1:19; 
32:46). 

It is interesting to note that Paul did not leave it up to fathers to determine the 
manner in which they have to bring up, discipline and admonish their children. He says it 
must be done ‘in the Lord’ and not according to the fathers’ judgment. This is a modifier 
to both training and admonition. The Lord has already established through Scripture, 
which way fathers need to educate and bring up their children. 

The Lord says “Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he 
will not depart from it,” (Prv 22:6). That is why Paul states in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, the 
word of God is given for correction, discipline and reproof. Fundamentally, in Jewish 
education the ‘Shema’ (Dt 6:4-9) was the starting point. Jews use the ‘Shema’ to instill in 
their children the fear of the Lord to inculcate in their minds from a very young age the 
most significant lessons, to love the Lord with all their beings. 

Also, by adding in the Lord, Paul wanted to let fathers know they cannot be 
hypocrites. For them to bring up their children in the Lord, they first need to know the 
Lord and live up to the standards that he has established. They must first recognize and 


acknowledge that YHWH is one and then they must love Him with all their heart, soul 
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and strength. Having made that personal commitment then they have the responsibility to 
teach diligently to their children this personal commitment and confession of faith. In 
other words, fathers are called to exemplify godly living through spiritual leadership. 
Fathers, (not Kobe Bryant, LeBron James, Beyoncé, Janet Jackson, etc.) need to be role 


model for their children. 
Conclusion 


Paul through Ephesians 6:4 provides a paradigm for fathers to be successful in 
rearing their children. He first lays out one of the do not’s of fatherhood and that is not 
provoke their children. By so doing fathers are assuming their role as protector. Fathers 
need to protect the well-being of their children. They must not provoke them to anger. 
They must not irritate them through false promises, promises that they cannot keep. 
Fathers must not provoke their children by harsh criticism, words that destroy their self- 
esteem and compulsive and excessive behaviors. 

But instead, they need to nurture them in the fear of the Lord. Fathers need to be 
providers to their children. They need to provide physical and spiritual nourishment for 
their loved ones. They need to teach their children true discipline by establishing rules 
and regulations in the home. They need to encourage their children and share with them 
wise counsels. They also need to model a godly life and holy living. 

The time has come for fathers to stop passing their responsibility to educate their 
children in the fear of the Lord to Sabbath School Teachers, Vacation Bible School 
programs and church leaders. They must take full responsibility for their children. They 


must submit to the Lord’s injunctions and exemplify a life of a moral and spiritual leader. 
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Show love, respect and affection to their wife and children. Thus, the home will be a safe 


environment and the church will benefit as well as society. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


METHODOLOGY 


This project is designed to train, equip, empower and educate fathers so that they 
can operate as leaders at home as well as the church and the community. The author’s 
observation and constant calls from wives complaining about their husbands lack of 
involvement and participation at home and with the children is what inspired this project. 

Having identified the problem, the author came up with a plan of action. He 
hypothesized that preaching and teaching biblical principles on fatherhood will lead to 
attitudinal change in the lives of those who participate in the study. Consequently, they 
will be better equipped to lead their family in a godly way. It will also empower them to 
be spiritual leaders within the faith community. 

In order to achieve these objectives and measure the success of the project, the 
author did the following: he preached a three part sermons series; and five presentations/ 
seminars on biblical fatherhood were conducted with the selected group. Assignments 
were given at the end of every session to foster growth in the participants’ fatherhood 
skills. A pre-test in a form of a questionnaire on fatherhood was administered at the 
beginning and end of the project. 

Since the participants were fathers only, a similar questionnaire was prepared and 
given to the wives as well as the children. To evaluate the success of the project, the 


author did an analysis comparison of the pre and post-test results of each participant, the 
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wife and the child in the study. The author designed a graph to show change or lack of it 
in the participant’s understanding of biblical fatherhood. 

The selection of the participants was not done arbitrarily. Having being the senior 
pastor of the church for the past four years, the author has identified fathers who have had 
troubled with their children. He has to intervene in numerous occasions to advice fathers 
on how to deal with their children. Consequently, the author selected fifteen participants 
from fathers who are having trouble raising their children. Most of the participants were 
eager to participate. However, some were reluctant. As the project was implemented, 
almost every participant found it a blessing to them personally as well as their family. 


The eight sessions lasted ninety minutes each. Each follows a simple structure: 


a) Opening prayer 

b) Recapitulation of the previous session 

c) Introduction of the new topic 

d) The development 

e) Conclusion 

f) Question and clarification on the subject 

g) Announcement of the next subject 

h) Closing prayer and adjournment 

The author took fifty to fifty-five minutes for each presentation and the rest of the 
time was used for discussion. 


The topics that were discussed are as follow: 


1. Father as head leader of the home (Ephesians 5:23) 


2. Father as the family priest (Joshua 24:15) 
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. Father as provider of the family (1 Timothy 5:8) 
. Father as protector of the family (Genesis 2:15) 
. Father as disciplinarian (Proverbs 23:22) 

. Father as Teacher (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

. Father as a role model (1 Corinthians 11:1) 


. Father the bearer of divine blessing (Genesis 27) 


CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 


The implementation of this project constituted a challenge for the author. It was a 
challenge for two reasons. First, the author was addressing a subject that he does not have 
any practical experience about because he is not a father himself. Second, his 
foreknowledge about the paternal issues of those he was to address. The author did not 
know how his presentations were going to be received by the participants. In spite of his 
concerns, the author proceeded with the implementation of the project. 

The sessions were held in the fellowship hall of the church. The project started on 
Tuesday October 11, 2011 and concluded on the 22"! of November of the same year. The 
project started with a general session that included both wives and children. This was 
done to address any questions the participants had. Some of the concerns that they raised 
were what if their wives do not want to cooperate? What if their children do not want to 
help them? Therefore, the wives and children were invited to participate in the orientation 
so that they can agree to give full cooperation to their husbands and fathers. 

A commitment form was provided to both wives and children. Also, wives and 
children were encouraged to keep a journal to analyze the progress, growth and the lack 
thereof of their husbands and fathers in some specific areas, such as: family devotion, 


spending time with wife and children, helping with homework, active listening, etc. 
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Among the fifteen participants only two wives were not present. They could not 
come because they had to work. However, their children were present with their fathers. 
The forms are included in Appendix C. 

The program was designed to train, equip, and empower fathers so that they can 
be leaders at home. It was intended to give them both intellectual and practical 
knowledge about biblical fatherhood. As they participated in the project they would gain 
a clear understanding of what happens when they don’t fulfill their roles efficaciously. 

Ken R. Canfield points out, “The importance of fathers is demonstrated by what 
occurs when fathers are not in the home. Studies show that children who grow up in 
fatherless homes are more likely to drop out of high school, suffer from children poverty, 
receive welfare, marry early, have children out of wedlock, divorce, commit delinquent 
acts, and engage in drug and alcohol use.” 

Since the author was intentional about the practical aspect of the project he not 
only began each session with a song and prayer, but he also gave a devotional thought 
just to demonstrate to the participants how they can have devotion with their families. It 
was significant for the author because some of the participants had not been in church 
that long. During the program, eight aspects of biblical fatherhood were considered. 

Three things were established in the orientation. First, the importance of 
confidentiality and the consequences that will follow if it is broken; Second, presence and 
punctuality must be maintained for all sessions; third, methodology and the structure of 
the program were also introduced. The author wanted to make the project more personal 


and interesting. Therefore, he had the participants to adopt a theme and a theme song. 


‘Ken R. Canfield, The Seven Secrets of Effective Fathers (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc., 1992), 6. 
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The theme that was chosen among the three that were suggested by the author was “God 
is seeking spiritual fathers, do you know one?” The theme was repeated at the beginning 
and the end of each session. 

In the first session, the author dealt with the spiritual aspect of fatherhood. This 
session was entitled, Father as Priest. George Barna observes that there has been a shift 
in the American society when it comes to spiritual leadership in the home. In fact, he 
declares, “Women, more often than not, take the lead role in the spiritual life of the 
family. Women typically emerge as the primary or only spiritual mentor and role model 
for family members. And that puts a tremendous burden on wives and mothers.” 

Three topics were considered in this presentation; 1) the roles of a priest in the 
Old Testament; 2) the benefit of spiritual leadership of the father as a priest of the family; 
and 3), the impact of such a lack on wives and children as well as the community at large. 

The author pointed out that the priest in the Old Testament has two main 
functions. First, they were responsible for living a holy life as they offered daily 
sacrifices for themselves. Second, they were to intercede before God daily for the people 
they were leading. This was exemplified in the life of Job. The author points out that Job 
as Spiritual priest was not only upright, but he made sure that he presented his children 
daily before God. The author showed the value and importance of a father as a spiritual 
leader in the home. Joshua demonstrated the characteristics of a spiritual leader in his 
house. He made the decision for himself to serve the Lord, and then he invited his family 


members. The decision to serve the Lord heavily rests upon the shoulders of the father. 


2S. Arterburn, K. Luck & T. Wendorff, Bein God’s Man ... in Leading a Family (Colorado 
Springs, CO: Water brook Press, 2003), 6. 
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The author used some scientific study to prove his case. As stated above, statistics 
show that when a child accepts Christ as his personal Savior, there is a three percent 
chance the rest of the family will follow. When a mother accepts Jesus as her personal 
savior there is a seventeen percent chance the rest of the family will follow. But, when a 
father accepts Christ as his personal Savior there is a ninety-three percent chances the rest 
of the family will follow.’ 

The example of Eli, the priest, was used to establish the impact that the lack of 
spiritual leadership at home will have on children and the church community. Before 
ending with prayer, the author made an appeal taken from Jeremiah 5:1-2 “Roam to and 
fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and look now, and take note. And seek in her open 
squares, If you can find a man, If there is one who does justice, who seeks truth, Then I 
will pardon her.” As the participants responded to the appeal, the author gave them 
practical things to do, along with suggested resources. The book Solid Ground was 
suggested for family daily devotion. 

The second session continued with the leadership aspect and treated the topic of 
father as head of the household (Eph 5:23). The author established four lessons in this 
presentation. They are: 1) What does being the head mean? 2) The definition of 
leadership, 3) The purpose of leadership, and 4) How to become an effective leader. After 
the author-defined leadership, he demonstrated how God chose and prepared leaders in 
the lives of three biblical characters. Abraham, Jacob and Moses were the three biblical 
characters the author utilized. Having discussed their lives and their accomplishments as 


leaders, the author broke them into three groups of five and asked them to consider some 


Jawanza Kunjufu, Developing Strong Black Male Ministries, (Chicago, IL: African-American 
Images, 2006). 
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of the characteristics they find inspiring in the lives of these three spiritual leaders and 
how they would like to implement their findings in their own lives. 

After a group discussion, the author provided a handout for the participants to 
complete for the next session. The handout addressed the importance of having a vision. 
In it, the participants were asked to consider the vision they have for their family in the 
areas of spirituality, education, financial, physical, emotional health and careers. The 
author provided a list of resources for further apprehension of the subject: Spiritual 
Leadership by Henry and Richard Blackaby, 2/ Irrefutable Qualities of a Leader by John 
C. Maxwell, etc. The session ended with prayer followed by fellowship through 
refreshments. 

The third session addressed the father as protector. A definition was provided. 
Having established that, he then, considered different aspects of a protector. This 
presentation was centered on Genesis 2:15. One of the first jobs that were ever entrusted 
to man was the one of a protector. That is the reason why God addressed Adam first after 
the fall. Adam was given the responsibility to guard and protect the garden (his house) 
against the evil one and his bad influences. The result of one man’s negligence caused not 
only his immediate family to suffer, but also everyone else that came after him. 

To magnify the importance of the father as protector, three biblical characters 
were selected. Abraham risked his life to save and protect his nephew Lot from his 
enemies (Gn 14:14-16). He then moved to consider how Moses was willing to lose his 
own life eternal to protect an unfaithful people. The point was made that one does not 
protect the ones that has been entrusted into his or her care because they are perfect, good 


and obedient. Protection is part of the package. The last example that was taken into 
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consideration during this presentation was Lot. Lot did not demonstrate the 
characteristics of a good protector. He exposed his daughters to evil. He proved to be a 
poor protector (Gn 19:1-19). The participants were asked to spend time with their 
children, to know about their friends, favorite music and favorite activities. 

The fourth presentation considered the father as provider. In this session the 
author underlined the significance of physical provision as well as emotional provision. 
The Bible considers it a sin for one not to provide for his or her family. Whoever does not 
provide for his family should not consider himself a Christian. As a provider, the father 
must have a short and long term plan to protect the family against unexpected life 
circumstances (1Tm 5:8). 

In the fifth session, entitled Father as Teacher, the author pointed out that fathers 
were called to pass the knowledge of God on to the next generation. This presentation is 
centered on Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Ephesians 6:4 and lessons from the book of Proverbs. 
The author showed that the teacher could not give what he does not first have. Three 
things were considered. First, the teacher must have a clear understanding of the 
knowledge he needs to teach (Dt 6:4). Second, your actions must not contradict your 
teaching. In other words, you must practice what you teach. Third, you must have a 
method (Dt 6:7-9), and a relationship with the one being taught. After the closing prayer, 
the participants were asked to share with their children their favorite biblical passages or 
stories. 

The sixth presentation, entitled Father as Disciplinarian, was designed to teach the 
participants the value of discipline and its significance (Prv 13:24; 23:13; Eph 6:4; Heb 


12:6; Rev 3:19). A sharp distinction was established between discipline and abuse. Since 
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this project was implemented in a Haitian context, the author pointed out the difference 
between the way people discipline their children in Haiti and the acceptable forms of 
discipline in the U.S. Then, four types of parents and four ways to discipline were 
discussed with their advantages and disadvantages. At the end, the participants were 
encouraged to read the book of Proverbs. 

The seventh presentation addressed the Father as Role Model. This lesson dealt 
with the importance of quality time. The author pointed out that youth twelve to 
seventeen years old spent an average of twenty-five hours watching television per week. 
Media is shaping this generation. Their role models are athletes, movie stars, musical 
artists, etc. Children are looking for role models; fathers need to spend quality time with 
their children so that they can become the most influential person in their lives (Gn 22; 
Mk 1:35). After the closing prayer, the participants were given a handout with three 
questions for the next session. The questions were: 1) Who has been the most influential 
person (s) in your life? 2) What made that person the most influential person in your life? 
3) And how have you emulated that person in your life? 

Finally, session eight dealt with the fact fathers should be bearers of divine 
blessings for their children. The author demonstrated that God expects the father to be a 
blessing to his children. The blessing he has received from God must be passed on to the 
next generation. The blessing was passed on from Abraham to Isaac, from Isaac to Jacob, 
from Jacob to Joseph and his two songs, etc. (Gn 27). After the last presentation, the 
participants completed the post-test survey and concluded with a dedication service. The 


following Saturday a consecration service was conducted for the participants and their 
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family and a certificate of completion was given to each participant. Also, the movie 


“Courageous” was given to each participant to watch with his family. 
Pre and Post-test Survey 


After the implementation of the project, the post-test was administered. Based on 
the post-test results, the participants demonstrated great improvement about their 
understanding of the subjects. The participants’ knowledge increased tremendously. 
However, the level of their comprehension did not seem to match the attitudinal change 


that the author was expecting. 


Table 1: Response to the statement, “I know the biblical roles of a father” 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


Number in Total Population fs 100 


Who strongly disagree 


Disagree 
Uncertain r 5 | 


Agree 1 5 i 
Strongly disagree | 0 0 
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Table two through eighteen is found in appendix E, they show the results of total 


participants. 


As indicated by table one, there was an overwhelming level of progress among 
the participants in question one. 100% of the participants strongly agree that they have a 
clear understanding of the biblical roles of fathers in the post-test compared to only 5% 
agreed in the pre-test. That showed significant growth. However, there appeared a great 
deal of hesitation in the implementation of these roles in the life of their family. 

Furthermore, there was also a significant improvement in the pre and post-test on 
question two. While only 5% agreed that having devotion with the kids is the 
responsibility of the father in the pre-test, 100% strongly agreed in the post-test that it is 
the responsibility of the father. Also, the data collected from both wives and children 
suggested an attitudinal change in this regard. The participants scheduled daily prayer 
time with family. 

However, there were no significant changes in questions nine and ten. The post- 
test suggested that the participants did not establish a plan to assist the educational 
growth of their children. The researcher observed that it could be because most of the 
participants’ education levels were not higher than Elementary school. The lack of 
knowledge on the subject caused them to be apprehensive about taking an active role to 
help their children with their homework. 

The researcher noticed progress in question twelve. The post-test revealed that 
80% of the participants agree that spending quality time with their children is considered 
as part of the role of a provider, compared to 0% that agreed on the pre-test. This 


appeared to have been an area of growth as well as indicated by both the wives and 
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children post-tests. Some of the participants took their families to fun places and they 
also scheduled vacation. 

The question that posed a problem was number eighteen. When asked if they 
knew the plans and dreams of their children, both pre and post-test indicated no growth. 
Upon further investigation the author found out the cause. There is a roadblock—a 
language barrier. The participants cannot communicate with their children fluently in 
English and their children cannot express themselves clearly in creole, which the 
language of their fathers. Consequently, they appeared to have little communication when 
it came to certain subjects. 

Question sixteen and seventeen showed no significant progress. The participants’ 
relationship with spouses appeared to be a little distant. Cultural issues could be the cause 
of this problem. It has been said that Haitian men do not know how to show affection to 
their spouses. 

The implementation of this project has been both gratifying and worthwhile. 
Hearing the comments of the participants and their kind words and gratitude humbled the 
author. The numbers of wives that showed their appreciation for the author’s efforts was 
overwhelming. One example stood out. There was a particular father who was ready to 
walk away from his wife and children. After the first session, he went home and took his 
wife by the hand and led her to the basement where the kids would not be able to hear. 
He sat her down and began to apologize for the way he had behaved. He then reassured 
his wife that he is the priest of his home and that there will be moming and evening 


worship in the home. The author received a beautiful thank you card from the wife. 
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Another wife came and told the author she was extremely grateful. Her husband’s 
lack of financial discipline had been the source of their family’s financial struggles. Upon 
the completion of the second session, the husband sat down with his wife and completed 
the assignment that required them to have a vision for their family. The wife confessed 
that she could see light at the end of the tunnel. All these examples made the author 
realized that training; equipping and empowering fathers to be leaders at home can create 


opportunities for growth for the church as well. 
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CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTION, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 


“Collectively, fathers have a powerful position in society... A father is one of the 
most powerful beings on the face of the earth... Fatherhood is larger and grander than we 
can imagine. It’s never just about the details of one event at a particular point in time, be 
it a success or failure; it’s about influencing generations.”! 

Psychologists have long believed that a father’s involvement in child-rearing is 

important. Mounting scientific evidence now suggests that involved fathers and 

especially those who are emotionally available to their kids ~ make a unique 
contribution to their children’s well-being. Fathers may influence children in 
ways that mothers don’t particularly in areas such as the child’s peer relationships 
and achievement at school. Research indicates, for example, boys with absent 


fathers have a harder time finding a balance between masculine assertiveness and 
self-restraint.” 


This project has been one of the most rewarding experiences for the author. The 
level of satisfaction he has enjoyed throughout the implementation of the program was 
overwhelming. Hearing testimonies of the participants’ spouses and children made the 
project worthwhile. Also, it created an opportunity to train, equip and empower the 
participants not only to leaders at home, but as well as the church and their community. 

The primary objective of this project was to explore to what extent preaching and 
teaching biblical principles on fatherhood would bring attitudinal changes in fathers 


towards their wives and children at the Maranatha Haitian Seventh-day Adventist 


‘Communicating with your Family: A Dads Of Destiny Small Group Study (Kansas City, KS: 
National Center for Fathering),12. 


"Ibid, 11. 
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Church. The project implementation revealed two things about the writer’s hypothesis. It 
indicated that preaching and teaching biblical fatherhood principles could lead to 
attitudinal change in fathers toward their children. The second thing that it revealed was 
that behavioral change did not last long. 

The writer perceived that there were two reasons why the change did not last as 
expected. The first reason could be because the six weeks time period was too short to 
experience extended behavioral change. Change happens through the process of time. 
The second reason may be found in the fact that the participants were already 
experiencing too many issues in their relationship with spouses and children. Reversing 
the tide required a longer period of time. Therefore, the implementation of the practical 
aspect of the program did not bring about the expected changes. 

Furthermore, the writer observed that the participants struggled with another 
handicap. They failed in communicating with their children because of the language 
barrier. Consequently, the writer has encouraged the participants to enroll in the English 
as a Second Language (ESL) class offered at Maranatha Haitian Seventh-day Adventist 


so that they can improve their English listening and speaking skills. 


Although, the overarching goal, which was preaching and teaching biblical 
fatherhood principles that would result in attitudinal change in fathers, did not 
satisfactorily achieve long-term behavioral change, however, the participants 
demonstrated significant growth in their understanding of the subject. It is the writer’s 
hope that the information that was shared with the participants will evolve and transform 


them into the fathers that God has called them to be. 
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One cannot engaged in doing research and come out the same. Thus, the writer 
has experienced a tremendous amount of growth emotionally and intellectually while 
doing this research. His scope of knowledge has broadened. Through the process he has 
learned that society will not experience great improvement on social issues if fathers are 
not trained, equipped, and empowered to lead their family. 

Consequently, he has established a fatherhood club for his church and the 
community. He wishes to educate fathers on their biblical responsibilities and provide 
them with resources that will make them very efficient in accomplishing their tasks. Also, 
the writer anticipates doing more research on the subject under study to make a major 
contribution in this area. 

Although, the writer is not a father, however, while preparing and presenting the 
program, he feels like he has developed some paternal instincts that qualify him to assist 


those who have no paternal presence in their lives, particularly, those in his congregation. 
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APPENDIX A 


DATA ON THE CONSEQUENCES OF FATHER ABSENCE 
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Data on the Consequences of Father Absence 


According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 24 million children in America—one out of three 
live in biological fatherabsent homes. 


Consequently, there is a "father factor" in nearly all of the social issues facing America 
today. 


Father Factor in Poverty 


Children in father-absent homes are five times more likely to be poor. In 2002, 7.8 
percent of children in married-couple families were living in poverty, compared to 38.4 
percent of children in female-householder families. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Children’s Living Arrangements and Characteristics: 
March 2002, P200-547, Table C8. Washington D.C.: GPO, 2003. 


During the year before their babies were born, 43% of unmarried mothers received 
welfare or food stamps, 21% received some type of housing subsidy, and 9% received 
another type of government transfer (unemployment insurance etc.). For women who 
have another child, the proportion who receive welfare or food stamps rises to 54%. 
Source: McLanahan, Sara. The Fragile Families and Child Well-being Study: Baseline 
National Report. Princeton, NJ: Center for Research on Child Well-being, 2003: 13. 


A child with a nonresident father is 54 percent more likely to be poorer than his or her 
father. 

Source: Sorenson, Elaine and Chava Zibman. “Getting to Know Poor Fathers Who Do 
Not Pay Child Support.” Social Service Review 75 (September 2001 ): 420-434. 


When compared by family structure, 45.9% of poor single-parent families reported 
material hardship compared to 38.6% of poor two parent families. For unpoor families 
who did not experience material hardship, 23.3% were single-parent families compared 
to 41.2% of two-parent families. 

Source: Beverly, Sondra G., “Material hardship in the United States: Evidence from the 
Survey of Income and Program Participation.” Social Work Research 25 (September 
2001): 143-151.3 


Father Factor in Maternal and Infant Health 


Infant mortality rates are 1.8 times higher for infants of unmarried mothers than for 
married mothers. 

Source: Matthews, T.J., Sally C. Curtin, and Marian F. MacDorman, Infant Mortality 
Statistics from the 1998 Period Linked Birth/Infant Death Data Set. National Vital 
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Statistics Reports, Vol. 48, No. 12. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics, 
2000. 


Based on birth and death data for 217,798 children born in Georgia in 1989 and 1990, 
infants without a father’s name on their birth certificate (17.9 percent of the total) were 
2.3 times more likely to die in the first year of life compared to infants with a father’s 
name on their birth certificate. 

Source. Gaudino, Jr., James A., Bill Jenkins, and Foger W. Rochat. “No Fathers’ 
Names: A Risk Factor for Infant Mortality in the State of Georgia, USA.” Social Science 
and Medicine 48 (1999): 253-265. 


Unmarried mothers are less likely to obtain prenatal care and more likely to have a low 
birth-weight baby. Researchers find that these negative effects persist even when they 
take into account factors, such as parental education, that often distinguish single-parent 
from two-parent families. 

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Public Health Service. Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention. National Center for Health Statistics. Report to 
Congress on Out-of-Wedlock Childbearing. Hyattsville, MD (Sept. 1995): 12. 


Expectant fathers can play a powerful role as advocates of breastfeeding to their wives. 
Three-fourths of women whose partners attended a breastfeeding promotion class 
initiated breastfeeding. 

Source: Wolfberg, Adam J, et al. “Dads as breastfeeding advocates: results froma 
randomized controlled trial of an educational intervention.” American Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 191 (September 2004): 708-712. 


Fathers’ knowledge about breastfeeding increases the likelihood that a child will be 
breastfed. Children who fathers knew more had a 1.76 higher chance of being breastfed at 
the end of the first month and 1.91 higher chance of receiving maternal milk at the end of 
the third month. 

Source: Susin, Lurie R.O. “Does Parental Breastfeeding Knowledge Increase 
Breastfeeding Rates?” BIRTH 26 (September 1999): 149-155. 


Twenty-three percent of unmarried mothers in large U.S. cities reported cigarette use 
during their pregnancy. Seventy-one percent were on Medicare. 

Source: McLanahan, Sara. The Fragile Families and Child Well-being Study: Baseline 
National Report. Table 7. Princeton, NJ: Center for Research on Child Well-being, 2003: 
16. 


A study of 2,921 mothers revealed that single mothers were twice as likely as married 
mothers to experience a bout of depression in the prior year. Single mothers also reported 
higher levels of stress, fewer contacts with family and friends, less involvement with 
church or social groups and less overall social support. 

Source: Cairney, John and Michael Boyle et al. “Stress, Social Support and Depression 
in Single and Married Mothers.” Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology 38 
(August 2003): 442-449. 
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* Ina longitudinal study of more than 10,000 families, researchers found that toddlers 
living in stepfamilies and single-parent families were more likely to suffer a burn, have a 
bad fall, or be scarred from an accident compared to kids living with both of their 
biological parents. 

Source: O'Connor, T., L. Davies, J. Dunn, J. Golding, ALSPAC Study Team. 
“Differential Distribution of Children’s Accidents, Injuries and Illnesses across Family 
Type.” Pediatrics 106 (November 2000): 68. 


¢ A study of 3,400 middle schoolers indicated that not living with both biological parents 
quadruples the risk of having an affective disorder. 
Source: Cuffe, Steven P., Robert E. McKeown, Cheryl L. Addy, and Carol Z. Garrison. 
“Family Psychosocial Risk Factors in a Longitudinal Epidemiological Study of 
Adolescents.” Journal of American Academic Child Adolescent Psychiatry 44 (February 
2005): 121-129. 


* Children who live apart from their fathers are more likely to be diagnosed with asthma 
and experience an asthma-related emergency even after taking into account demographic 
and socioeconomic conditions. Unmarried, cohabiting parents and unmarried parents 
living apart are 1.76 and 2.61 times, respectively, more likely to have their child 
diagnosed with asthma. Marital disruption after birth is associated with a 6-fold increase 
in the likelihood a children will require an emergency room visit and 5-fold increase of 
an asthma-related emergency. 

Source: Harknett, Kristin. Children’s Elevated Risk of Asthma in Unmarried Families: 
Underlying Structural and Behavioral Mechanisms. Working Paper #2005-01-FF. 
Princeton, NJ: Center for Research on Child Well-being, 2005: 19-27. 


Father Factor in Incarceration 


* Even after controlling for income, youths in father-absent households still had 
significantly higher odds of incarceration than those in mother-father families. Youths 
who never had a father in the household experienced the highest odds. 

Source: Harper, Cynthia C. and Sara S. McLanahan. “Father Absence and Youth 
Incarceration.” Journal of Research on Adolescence 14 (September 2004): 369-397. 


* A 2002 Department of Justice survey of 7,000 inmates revealed that 39% of jail inmates 
lived in mother-only households. Approximately forty-six percent of jail inmates in 2002 
had a previously incarcerated family member. One-fifth experienced a father in prison or 
jail. 

Source: James, Doris J. Profile of Jail Inmates, 2002. (NCJ 201932). Bureau of Justice 
Statistics Special Report, Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, July 2004. 


Father Factor in Crime 


* A study of 109 juvenile offenders indicated that family structure significantly predicts 


delinquency. 
Source: Bush, Connee, Ronald L. Mullis, and Ann K. Mullis. “Differences in Empathy 
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Between Offender and Nonoffender Youth.” Journal of Youth and Adolescence 29 
(August 2000): 467-478. 


Adolescents, particularly boys, in single-parent families were at higher risk of status, 
property and person delinquencies. Moreover, students attending schools with a high 
proportion of children of single parents are also at risk. 

Source: Anderson, Amy L. “Individual and contextual influences on delinquency: the role 
of the single-parent family.” Journal of Criminal Justice 30 (November 2002); 575-587. 


A study of 13,986 women in prison showed that more than half grew up without their 
father. Forty-two percent grew up in a single-mother household and sixteen percent lived 
with neither parent. (Fathers and Daughters) 

Source: Snell, Tracy L and Danielle C. Morton. Women in Prison: Survey of Prison 
Inmates, 1991. Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Report. Washington, DC: US 
Department of Justice, 1994: 4. 


Even after controlling for community context, there is significantly more drug use among 
children who do not live with their mother and father. 

Source: Hoffmann, John P. “The Community Context of Family Structure and Adolescent 
Drug Use.” Journal of Marriage and Family 64 (May 2002): 314-330. 


Youths are more at risk of first substance use without a highly involved father. Each unit 
increase in father involvement is associated with 1% reduction in substance use. Living in 
an intact family also decreases the risk of first substance use. 

Source: Bronte-Tinkew, Jacinta, Kristin A. Moore, Randolph C. Capps, and Jonathan 
Zaff. “The influence of father involvement on youth risk behaviors among adolescents: A 
comparison of native-born and immigrant families.” Article in Press. Social Science 
Research December 2004. 


Of the 228 students studied, those from single-parent families reported higher rates of 
drinking and smoking as well as higher scores on delinquency and aggression tests when 
compared to boys from two-parent households. 

Source: Griffin, Kenneth W., Gilbert J. Botvin, Lawrence M. Scheier, Tracy Diaz and 
Nicole L. Miller. “Parenting Practices as Predictors of Substance Use, Delinquency, and 
Aggression Among Urban Minority Youth: Moderating Effects of Family Structure and 
Gender.” Psychology of Addictive Behaviors 14 (June 2000): 174-184. 


In a study of INTERPOL crime statistics of 39 countries, it was found that single 
parenthood ratios were strongly correlated with violent crimes. This was not true 18 years 
ago. 

Source: Barber, Nigel. “Single Parenthood As a Predictor of Cross-National Variation 
in Violent Crime.” Cross-Cultural Research 38 (November 2004): 343-358. 


Father Factor in Teen Pregnancy 


Being raised by a single mother raises the risk of teen pregnancy, marrying with less than 
a high school degree, and forming a marriage where both partners have less than a high 
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school degree. 

Source: Teachman, Jay D. “The Childhood Living Arrangements of Children and the 
Characteristics of Their Marriages.” Journal of Family Issues 25 (January 2004): 86- 
ALE. 


Separation or frequent changes increase a woman’s risk of early menarche, sexual 
activity and pregnancy. Women whose parents separated between birth and six years old 
experienced twice the risk of early menstruation, more than four times the risk of early 
sexual intercourse, and two and a half times higher risk of early pregnancy when 
compared to women in intact families. The longer a woman lived with both parents, the 
lower her risk of early reproductive development. Women who experienced three or more 
changes in her family environment exhibited similar risks but were five times more likely 
to have an early pregnancy. 

Source: Quinlan, Robert J. “Father absence, parental care, and female reproductive 
development.” Evolution and Human Behavior 24 (November 2003): 376-390. 


Researchers using a pool from both the U.S. and New Zealand found strong evidence that 
father absence has an effect on early sexual activity and teenage pregnancy. Teens 
without fathers were twice as likely to be involved in early sexual activity and seven 
times more likely to get pregnant as an adolescent. 

Source: Ellis, Bruce J., John E. Bates, Kenneth A. Dodge, David M. Ferguson, L. John 
Horwood, Gregory S. Pettit, and Lianne Woodward. “Does Father Absence Place 
Daughters at Special Risk for Early Sexual Activity and Teenage Pre enancy.” Child 
Development 74 (May/June 2003): 801-821. 


Father Factor in Child Abuse 


Compared to living with both parents, living in a single-parent home doubles the risk that 
a child will suffer physical, emotional, or educational neglect. 

Source: America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-Being. Table SPECIAL1. 
Washington, D.C.: Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics, 1997. 


The overall rate of child abuse and neglect in single-parent households is 27.3 children 
per 1,000, whereas the rate of overall maltreatment in two-parent households is 15.5 per 
1,000. 

Source: America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-Being. Table SPECIAL. 
Washington, D.C.: Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics, 1997. 


An analysis of child abuse cases in a nationally representative sample of 42 counties 
found that children from single-parent families are more likely to be victims of physical 
and sexual abuse than children who live with both biological parents. Compared to their 
peers living with both parents, children in single parent homes had: 


* a77% greater risk of being physically abused 

* an 87% greater risk of being harmed by physical neglect 

° a165% greater risk of experiencing notable physical neglect 
° a74% greater risk of suffering from emotional neglect 
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* an 80% greater risk of suffering serious injury as a result of abuse 
* overall, a 120% greater risk of being endangered by some type of child abuse. 


Source: Sedlak, Andrea J. and Diane D. Broadhurst. The Third National Incidence Study 
of Child Abuse and Neglect: Final Report. U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect. Washington, D.C., September 
1996. 


Father Factor in Drug and Alcohol Abuse 


Researchers at Columbia University found that children living in two-parent household 
with a poor relationship with their father are 68% more likely to smoke, drink, or use 
drugs compared to all teens in two-parent households. Teens in single mother households 
are at a 30% higher risk than those in two-parent households. 

Source: “Survey Links Teen Drug Use, Relationship With Father.” Alcoholism & Drug 
Abuse Weekly 6 September 1999: 5. 


Even after controlling for community context, there is significantly more drug use among 
children who do not live with their mother and father. 

Source: Hoffmann, John P. “The Community Context of Family Structure and Adolescent 
Drug Use.” Journal of Marriage and Family 64 (May 2002): 314-330. 


In a study of 6,500 children from the ADDHEALTH database, father closeness was 
negatively correlated with the number of a child’s friends who smoke, drink, and smoke 
marijuana. Closeness was also correlated with a child’s use of alcohol, cigarettes, and 
hard drugs and was connected to family structure. Intact families ranked higher on father 
closeness than single-parent families. 

Source: National Fatherhood Initiative. “Family Structure, Father Closeness, & Drug 
Abuse.” Gaithersburg, MD: National Fatherhood Initiative, 2004: 20-22. 


Of the 228 students studied, those from single-parent families reported higher rates of 
drinking and smoking as well as higher scores on delinquency and aggression tests when 
compared to boys from two-parent households. 

Source: Griffin, Kenneth W., Gilbert J. Botvin, Lawrence M. Scheier, T: racy Diaz and 
Nicole L. Miller. “Parenting Practices as Predictors of Substance Use, Delinquency, and 
Aggression Among Urban Minority Youth: Moderating Effects of Family Structure and 
Gender.” Psychology of Addictive Behaviors 14 (June 2000): 174-184. 


Father Factor in Childhood Obesity 
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- The National Longitudinal Survey of Youth found that obese children are more likely to 
live in father-absent homes than are non-obese children. 
Source: National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 


* Study that looked at family lifestyle and parent’s Body Mass Index (BMI) over a nine 
year period found: 


o Father’s Body Mass Index (BMI) predicts son’s and daughter’s BMI 
independent of offspring’s alcohol intake, smoking, physical fitness, and 
father’s education 

o Furthermore, BMI in sons and daughters consistently higher when fathers 
were overweight or obese 

o Physical fitness of daughters negatively related to their father’s obesity 

o Obesity of fathers associated with a four-fold increase in the risk of obesity of 
sons and daughters at age 18 


Source: Burke V, Beilin LJ, Dunbar D. “Family lifestyle and parental body mass index as 
predictors of body mass index in Australian children: a longitudinal study.” Department 
of Medicine, Royal Perth Hospital, University of Western Australia, and the Western 
Australian Heart Research Institute; Perth, Australia. 


¢ A fathers’ body mass index (a measurement of the relative composition of fat and muscle 
mass in the human body) is directly related to a child’s activity level. In a study of 259 
toddlers, more active children were more likely to have a father with a lower BMI than 
less active children. 
Source: Finn, Kevin, Neil Johannsen, and Bonny Specker. “Factors associated with 
physical activity in preschool children.” The Journal of Pediatrics 140 (January 2002): 
81-85. 


* A study that looked at dietary intake and physical activity of parents and their daughters 
over a two year period found: 
o Daughter’s BMI predicted by father’s diets and father’s enjoyment of physical 
activity 
o As father’s BMI rose, so did their daughter’s BMI 


Source: Davison KK, Birch LL. “Child and parent characteristics as predictors of 
change in girls’ body mass index.” Department of Human Development and Family 
Studies, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania 16802, USA. 


* Study that looked at the relationship between parent’s total and percentage body fat and 
daughter’s total body fat over a two and one-half year period found: 
Father’s, not mother’s, total and percentage body fat the best predictor of changes in 
daughter’s total and percentage body fat. 
Source. Figueroa-Colon R, Arani RB, Goran MI, Weinsier RL. “Paternal body fat is a 
longitudinal predictor of changes in body fat in premenarcheal girls.” Department of 
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Pediatrics, General Clinical Research Center, Medical Statistics Unit, Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA. 


Two studies that have looked at the determinants of physical activity in obese and non- 
obese children found: 

o Obese children less likely to report that their father’s were physically active 
than were the children of non-obese children. This determinant not found for 
mothers. 

o Father’s inactivity strong predictor of children’s inactivity. 


Source: Trost SG, Kerr LM, Ward DS, Pate RR. “Physical activity and determinants of 
physical activity in obese and non-obese children. School of Human Movement Studies, 
The University of Queensland, Brisbane, Queensland 4072, Australia. 

Source: Fogelholm M, Nuutinen O, Pasanen M, Myohanen E, Saatela T. “Parent-child 
relationship of physical activity patterns and obesity.” University of Helsinki, Lahti 
Research and Training Centre, Finland. 


Children who lived with single mothers were significantly more likely to become obese 
by a 6-year follow-up, as were black children, children with nonworking parents, children 
with nonprofessional parents, and children whose mothers did not complete high school. 
Source: Strauss RS, Knight J. “Influence of the home environment on the development of 
obesity in children.” Division of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition, University of 
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, Robert Wood Johnson School of Medicine, New 
Brunswick, New Jersey 08903, USA. 


Father Factor in Education 


Fatherless children are twice as likely to drop out of school. 
Source. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. National Center Jor Health 
Statistics. Survey on Child Health. Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1993. 


Father involvement in schools is associated with the higher likelihood of a student getting 
mostly A's. This was true for fathers in biological parent families, for stepfathers, and for 
fathers heading single-parent families. 

Source: Nord, Christine Winquist, and Jerry West. Fathers’ and Mothers’ Involvement in 
Their Children’s Schools by Family Type and Resident Status. (NCES 2001-032). 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, 2001. 


Students living in father-absent homes are twice as likely to repeat a grade in school; 10 
percent of children living with both parents have ever repeated a grade, compared to 20 
percent of children in stepfather families and 18 percent in mother-only families. 

Source: Nord, Christine Winquist, and Jerry West. Fathers’ and Mothers’ Involvement in 
Their Children’s Schools by Family Type and Resident Status. (NCES 2001-032). 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, 2001. 


116 


Students in single-parent families or stepfamilies are significantly less likely than 
students living in intact families to have parents involved in their schools. About half of 
students living in single-parent families or stepfamilies have parents who are highly 
involved, while 62 percent of students living with both their parents have parents who are 
highly involved in their schools. 

Source: Nord, Christine Winquist, and Jerry West. Fathers’ and Mothers’ Involvement in 
Their Children’s Schools by Family Type and Resident Status. (NCES 2001-032). 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Education, National Center Jor Education 
Statistics, 2001. 


In 2001, 61 percent of 3- to 5-year olds living with two parents were read aloud to 
everyday by a family member, compared to 48% of children living in single- or no-parent 
families. 

Source: Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics. America's Children: 
Key National Indicators of Well-Being, 2002. Table ED1. Washington, DC: U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 2003. 


Kindergarteners who live with single-parents are Over-represented in those lagging in 
health, social and emotional, and cognitive outcomes. Thirty-three percent of children 
who were behind in all three areas were living with single parents while only 22% were 
not lagging behind. 

Source: Wertheimer, Richard and Tara Croan, et al Attending Kindergarten and Already 
Behind: A Statistical Portrait of Vulnerable Young Children. Child Trends Research 
Brief. Publication #2003-20. Washington, DC: Child Trends, 2003. 


In two-parent families, children under the age of 13 spend an average of 1.77 hours 
engaged in activities with their fathers and 2.35 hours doing so with their mothers on a 
daily basis in 1997. Children in single parent families spent on .42 hours with their 
fathers and 1.26 hours with their mothers on daily basis. 

Source: Lippman, Laura, et al. Indicators of Child. Family, and Community Connections. 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation. Washington, DC: US 
Department of Health and Human Services, 2004. 


A study of 1330 children from the PSID showed that fathers who are involved ona 
personal level with their child schooling increases the likelihood of their child's 
achievement. When fathers assume a positive role in their child's education, students feel 
a positive impact. 

Source: McBride, Brent A., Sarah K. Schoppe-Sullivan, and Moon-Ho Ho. "The 
mediating role of fathers’ school involvement on student achievement." Applied 
Developmental Psychology 26 (2005): 201-216. 


Half of all children with highly involved fathers in two-parent families reported getting 
mostly A's through 12th grade, compared to 35.2% of children of nonresident father 
families. 

Source: National Center for Education Statistics. The Condition of Education. NCES 
1999022. Washington, DC: U.S. Dept. of Education, 1999: 76. 
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Participants overall performance 


Table 1: response to the statement I know the biblical roles of a father 


PRE-TEST POST-TEST 


Table 2 Fathers are responsible to have worship with the kids 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
% NO % 


Number of 
Participants 


119 


Table 3 when father leads their family in worship, it reaffirms their leadership 
roles in the home 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


Number of participants 


Who strongly disagree 
_ aa ae 


: 


Strongly agree 


Table 4 Not providing for your family is a form of apostasy 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


seiaes 
‘on A Sd SE a at PO 
iE A OR a a 


120 


Table 5 having daily devotion with the children is the primarily responsibility of 
my wife 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


Number of Participants 


Strongly disagree 


SS A A RR 
Lai 1 Ld 


Table 6 I talk about spiritual things with my children regularly 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


2 ons 
; 
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Table 7 I teach my children how to pray and read the bible daily 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


att some 
3 


Agree 


Strongly agree 


Table 8 My children know and respect the rules that we establish at home 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


| 
‘cocaine ad 
7 a 
bE alk a5 si aa 
iii 


Strongly agree 
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Table 9 I have a specific plan to assist my children’s spiritual, physical and 
educational growth 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


Number of Participants 


iad 
tne i i MORONS 
20 


Agree 


Strongly Agree 


Table 10 I take an active role in the education of my children 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


Number of participants 


Strongly disagree 


Disagree 


Uncertain 


Agree 


Strongly agree 


123 


Table 11 the bible approves the use of the belt when disciplining children 


PRE-TEST POST-TEST 


Strongly agree 


Table 12 I consider spending quality time with my children is part of the role of a 
provider 


PRE-TEST POST-TEST 


No % No % 


Disagree 


Agree 


Strongly agree g 
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Table 13 I have a short and a long term financial plan for my family (including a 
budget) 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 
No % No % 


Number of participants 100 
Strongly disagree 2 sj 
Disagree = 35 0 0 az 
Uncertain 3 120 rd 
pee i 


an 2 Ae NI 


Table 14 God requires fathers not the mothers to teach their children Christian 
values 


PRE-TEST POST-TEST 


No % No % 


Strongly disagree 13.5 
= = 
\coiceasenae | 


Strongly agree 
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Table 15 my children tell me they want to be as spiritual as me like me when the 
grow 


PRE-TEST POST-TEST 


No % No % 


tant id al MM ad 
ical i 

Leroi 
a 2. ee 


Strongly agree 0 |0 


Table 16 I have a good relationship to my wife 


PRE-TEST POST-TEST 


No % No % 


Number of participants a 


Uncertain 


N 
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Table 17 I show affection to my wife in front of the kids 


PRE-TEST POST-TEST 


No % No % 


Table 18 I know my children plans and dreams 
PRE-TEST POST-TEST 


No % No % 


Sa MON dt 
Agree eae 4 — ) 


wo 
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wn 
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NN} oS 
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Fatherhood Survey Questionnaire For Wife 


Directions: Read the following questions and circle the answer that best reflects your 


opinion. 


1. 


My husband is a good leader 
___ Strongly Agree; Agree;___Neither Agree Nor Disagree;___Disagree;__ Strongly 
Disagree 


My husband leads the family in worship at least once day 
___Strongly Agree;__Agree;__Neither Agree Nor Disagree; _ Disagree; ___Strongly 
Disagree 


My husband worship with the children when they wake up in the morning 


and/or at night 


___Strongly Agree;___Agree;__ Neither Agree Nor Disagree; Disagree; __ Strongly 


Disagree 


My husband spends quality times daily with my child (ren). 


Agree; ___Neither Agree Nor Disagree; __ Disagree; Strongly 


___Strongly Agree; 
Disagree 


My husband attends the school activities (plays, PTA meeting, sports, etc.) of the 
children regularly. 

___Strongly Agree;__Agree;__ Neither Agree Nor Disagree; ___Disagree; Strongly 
Disagree 


The children enjoy when their father is home. 


___Strongly Agree; __Agree;__ Neither Agree Nor Disagree; _ Disagree; Strongly 


Disagree 


My husband and | have good communication skills. 
___Strongly Agree; Agree;___Neither Agree Nor Disagree; __ Disagree; ___ Strongly 


Disagree 


My husband check everything (boiler, heat, AC, etc.) in the house to make sure 


they are working properly. 
__Strongly Agree;__Agree;__Neither Agree Nor Disagree; _ Disagree; ___ Strongly 
Disagree 


10. 


Tt. 


ae 


13. 


14. 


15. 


My husband makes sure the bills are paid on time. 
___Strongly Agree; 
Disagree 


My husband has monthly budget for the family. 
___Strongly Agree; 
Disagree 


My husband is a good provider. 
___ Strongly Agree; _ Agree; 
Disagree 


My husband takes good care of the kids. 
___ Strongly Agree; 
Disagree 


My husband takes me on a date regularly. 
___Strongly Agree;___Agree;___ Neither Agree Nor Disagree; 
Disagree 


My husband helps me around the house when it is needed. 
Agree; ___Neither Agree Nor Disagree; _ 


___ Strongly Agree; 
Disagree 


Agree; ____Neither Agree Nor Disagree; __ 


Agree; ___ Neither Agree Nor Disagree; ___ 


Neither Agree Nor Disagree; __ 
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Disagree; _ Strongly 


Disagree; __ Strongly 


Disagree; __ Strongly 


Agree; __neither Agree Nor Disagree; _ Disagree; ___ Strongly 


Disagree; __ Strongly 


Disagree; __ Strongly 


My husband treats me with respect both at home and in public. 
___Strongly Agree;___Agree;__ Neither Agree Nor Disagree; ___Disagree;___ Strongly 


Disagree 


130 


Fatherhood Questionnaire 
Complete the following survey by cycling the most appropriate answer 


1. | know the responsibilities of a biblical father 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree; uncertain; Agree; Strongly Agree; 


2. Fathers are responsible to have worship with the kids 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree; Uncertain; Agree; Strongly Agree; 


3. When father leads their family in worship, it reaffirms their leadership roles in 


the home 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree; Uncertain; Agree; Strongly Agree; 


4. Not providing for your family is a form of apostasy 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree; Uncertain; Strongly Agree; 


5. having daily devotion with the children is the primarily responsibility of my wife. 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree; Uncertain; Agree; Strongly Agree; 


6. talk about spiritual things with my children regularly 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree; Uncertain; Agree; Strongly Agree; 


7. {teach my children how to pray and read the bible daily 
Strongly Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree Strongly Agree; 


8. My children know and respect the rules that we establish at home 
Strongly Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree Strongly Agree; 


9. Ihave a specific plan to assist my children’s spiritual, physical and educational 
growth 
Strongly Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree Strongly Agree 


10. | take an active role in the education of my children 
Strongly Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree Strongly Agree 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 
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the bible approves the use of the belt when disciplining children 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree Uncertain Agree Strongly Agree 


| consider spending quality time with my children is part of the role of a provider 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree; Uncertain; Agree Strongly Agree 


| have a short and a long term financial plan for my family (including a budget) 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree; Uncertain Agree; Strongly Agree 


God requires fathers not the mothers to teach their children Christian values 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree Uncertain Agree Strongly Agree 
my children tell me they want to be as spiritual as me like me when the grow 
Strongly Disagree; Disagree Uncertain Agree Strongly Agree 

| Have a good relationship with my wife 

Strongly Disagree; _—_ Disagree; Uncertain; Agree; Strongly Agree; 

| Show affection to my wife in front of my children 

Strongly Disagree; Disagree; Uncertain; Agree; Strongly Agree; 

| know my children plans and dreams 


Strongly Disagree; Disagree; Uncertain; Agree; Strongly Agree; 


APPENDIX D 
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Wife Commitment Form 


I __promise to give full support to my husband as 


he embarks in the journey of fatherhood to better equip to lead our family. It is my desire 


to help him in the implementation of this project in the home atmosphere. 


Name Date 


APPENDIX E 
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THEME SONG 


Dieu cherche encore des hommes forts Fidéles jusque dans la mort 
Ou sont-ils donc ces cceurs de braves Toujours sans peur aux heures graves ? 
Oh ! Fais de nous de vrais vaillants Pour Toi remplis d’amour brulant 


Oh ! Fais de nous de vrais vaillants Pour Toi remplis d’amour brulant. 


2 
Oui, donne-nous la foi des forts Que rien n’abat, que rien n’endort 
Vie ou trépas, mépris ou gloire Qu’importe en Toi, c’est la victoire 
Il régne encore le Dieu vivant Et peut défendre Ses enfants 


Il régne encore le Dieu vivant Et peut défendre Ses enfants. 


Pour la couronne des martyrs, I faut veiller, prier, souffrir 
Et sur I’€troit sentier des cimes, Marcher sans craindre les abimes 
Nos faibles pas, Dieu les conduit, Et sa puissance est notre appui 


Nos faibles pas, Dieu les conduit, Et sa puissance est notre appui. 
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